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SUMMARY

This volume is the tenth annual
report by the Subcommittee on Un-
fair Trade Policies and Measures, a
division of the World Trade Organi-
zation Committee of the Industrial
Structure Council. The Industrial
Structure Council is an official advi-
sory body to the Minister of Econ-
omy, Trade and Industry of Japan.

The past nine reports have won
praise both inside and outside Japan
for their objective approach. This
approach is based on the view that
issues arising from trade policies are
best dealt with under WTO rules and
related international agreements. Six
years have passed since the estab-
lishment of the WTO, and the im-
portance of dispute settlement
through the use of the WTO and oth-
er international agreements contin-
ues to increase.

This report has four main ob-
jectives and one ancillary purpose.

First, it seeks to identify and
analyze problems concerning the
trade policies and measures of Ja-
pan’s major trading partners, and to
urge them to remove or otherwise
rectify those problematic policies
and measures. Our analytical stan-
dards in this effort are the rules set

forth in the Marrakesh Agreement
Establishing the World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO Agreement) and
other international agreements. We
have observed that countries notice
the need for improvements in other
countries more often than they no-
tice their own domestic shortcom-
ings. It is not our intention to direct
unilateral criticism at other countries.
This report seeks to promote free
trade by showing that, at least to
some extent, almost all countries
have trade policies or measures that
do not conform strictly to in-
ternational norms. Nor do we ignore
the reality that other countries con-
tinue to point out problems in Ja-
pan’s trade policies and measures.

Second, our approach presents
a framework for dispassionate and
constructive solutions to trade dis-
putes that too often invite unneces-
sary tensions and conflict. We do not
use “unilateral” or “results-oriented”
criteria since such criteria often only
add to the difficulty of resolving in-
ternational economic issues that are
constantly becoming more varied
and more complex. Instead, this re-
port offers an objective evaluation of
the trade policies and measures of
our partners by means of “rule-
based” criteria grounded in the WTO
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Agreement and other international
agreements.

Third, the report demonstrates
the importance of using the multilat-
eral dispute settlement procedures of
the WTO to address unfair trade
policies and measures. Urging na-
tions to utilize these procedures is
the logical conclusion of a report
that bases its analytical criterion on
the WTO Agreement and other inter-
national norms. Needless to say, this
conclusion is based on our belief that
the multilateral mechanism of the
WTO provides the most effective
means for resolving trade friction.

Fourth, our analysis--based on
rule-oriented standards--also high-
lights some latent problems in ex-
isting international rules and the
WTO system. We seek to focus on
areas in the current rules and sys-
tems where there is room for im-
provement; through our analysis we
suggest directions that such im-
provements could take.

This report also has an ancillary
objective: to serve as a practical
guide to the WTO Agreement. The
WTO Agreement has been likened to
a “Constitution” that governs world
trade. Unfortunately, however, few
businesspeople and even fewer
members of the general public know
much about the WTO Agreement
and its role in the world economy.
By examining issues on trade polici-
es and measures with actual exam-

ples, we intend to promote further
understanding of the WTO and its
potential.

PREFACE

Since its first publication in
1992, this report has suggested the
use of “rule-based criteria” in judg-
ing the trade policies and measures
of other countries. It eschews “re-
sults-based criteria”, which lead to
the use of numerical targets.

Part I of this report addresses
the trade policies and measures of
Japan’s 12 largest trading partners
among the WTO Members. The
analyses range over 13 areas in-
cluding most-favoured-nation treat-
ment, national treatment, quantita-
tive restrictions, and others. We also
point out some measures of other
countries and regions when the is-
sues are particularly significant for
Japan.

PART I

As in the previous year, quite a
few issues concerning the United
States and the European Union are
included in this report. Note that this
reflects the amount of bilateral trade
flow between each country/region
and Japan, and does not necessarily
indicate the seriousness of their
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problems. Below we introduce the
main issues of each country and the
improvements made. For a more de-
tailed discussion of individual poli-
cies and measures, please refer to the
appropriate chapter that deals with
specific policies.

The United States

The United States has been one
of the most active users of the WTO
dispute settlement mechanism, but
also continues to maintain procedur-
es that may lead to unilateral meas-
ures, including Section 301 of the
Trade Act of 1974.

In June 2000, the US Federal
Supreme Court ruled that the
Myanmar Sanctions Law, promul-
gated in Massachusetts, was uncon-
stitutional. We appreciate this ruling
for its deterrent effect on future sub-
federal level legislation with similar
aims.

In the area of services, doubt
has been expressed on the WTO
consistency of the implementation of
the new Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) rules regarding
the market entry of foreign services
suppliers and international settle-
ment fees. These rules should be
abolished or drastically improved.
Although the retaliatory measures by
the Federal Maritime Commission
(FMC) have been suspended, Japan
should seek the early elimination of

these measures. The United States,
for example, declared its intention to
bring its import restrictions on
shrimp into conformity with the
WTO rules. However, it has not
abolished the measures, and an im-
plementation dispute is now pending
before the WTO. We need to monitor
the development of this case closely.

Regarding anti-dumping and
countervailing duties, the Byrd
amendment, which took effect in
October 2000, would distribute re-
venues from anti-dumping and
countervailing duties to the compa-
nies filing complaints. In December
2000, Japan, the EU and seven other
countries requested consultations
with the United States alleging vio-
lations of the anti-dumping and sub-
sidies agreements by the Byrd
amendment, and urged the United
States to bring the measure into con-
formity with the WTO Agreement.
On the Anti-Dumping Act of 1916,
an Appellate Body report was adopt-
ed in September 2000 that basically
upholds the entire Japan/EU argu-
ment against the Act. In this report
we urge the United States to elimi-
nate this Act as quickly as possible.
In 1998 the United States began to
conduct “sunset” reviews of all anti-
dumping measures enacted prior to
1995, as called for in the Anti-
Dumping Agreement. Japan will
need to monitor these reviews
closely to ensure that they are con-
ducted smoothly and in accordance
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with agreement provisions.

On steel issues, Japan requested
bilateral consultations and subse-
quent establishment of a panel for
anti-dumping measures against hot-
rolled steel products alleging viola-
tions of the GATT and the Anti-
dumping Agreement. A panel report
has been issued, upholding most of
Japan’s main arguments. The EU
and the Republic of Korea have both
requested consultations with the
United States regarding its safeguard
actions on steel wires and welded
line pipe. Japan needs to monitor
these trends in the United States

closely to ensure that these measures
are not erected as protectionist
measures.

In the field of protection of in-
tellectual property, there is a need to
continue to request improvement in
such issues as the Hilmer Doctrine,
the early implementation of the Ja-
pan-US bilateral agreement (among
other things, the introduction of an
early publication system), and im-
provement of other anomalous fea-
tures in the American patent system.
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Areas Measures Identified in the Report

Chapter 2
National Treatment
Principle

1) Harbour Maintenance Tax (Harbour Services Fee)

Chapter 3
Quantitative
Restrictions

1) Import restriction on yellow-fin tuna
2) Export restriction on logs
3) Import restriction on shrimp and shrimp products
4) Re-export Controls

Chapter 4
Tariffs

1) High tariff goods (woolen fabrics, glassware, ceramics and trucks)
2) Method of calculating tariffs on clocks and wristwatches

Chapter 5
Anti-dumping
Measures

1) Problems involved in determining dumping
2) Problems involved in determining injury
3) Improper expansion of the scope of taxation
4) Byrd Amendment
5) Sunset Review
6) Anti-dumping measures on steel products
    (Japanese hot steel panels, among others)

Chapter 6
Subsidies and Countervailing
Measures

1) Imposition of countervailing duties on bismuth carbon steel products
2) Tax treatment for “foreign sales corporations”
3) Export promotion of agricultural products
4) Export management system
5) Farm support package

Chapter 7
Safeguards

1) Safeguard measures on steel products (steel wire rods and welded carbon
quality line pipes)

2) Safeguard measures on lamb meat
3) Implementation on Transitional Safeguard in Textiles and Clothing

Chapter 9
Rules of Origin

1) Lack of consistency, clarity, and predictability of determinations

Chapter 10
Standards and Conformity
Assessment Systems

1)  American Automobile Labelling Act
2)  CAFE Regulation (Corporate Average Fuel Economy)
3)  Adoption of the metric system

Chapter 11
Trade in Services

1) State regulations for foreign insurance company
2) FCC rules on foreign participation in the US telecommunications market and

international settlement rate benchmarks
3) Application of the Exxon-Florio amendment
4) Measures in the Ocean Shipping Reform Act of 1998
5) Cargo holding policies
6) Measures taken under the Jones Act
7) The Shipping Act of 1984
8) Requirement on use of US vessels to export Alaskan oil (violation of stand-

still clause)
9) Maritime Security Program
10) Restriction of acceptance for foreign lawyers
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Chapter 12
Protection of
Intellectual Property

1) Hilmer doctrine
2) Submarine patents
3) First-to-Invent principle
4) Luck of early publication system
5) Re-examination system
6) Trademark system
7) Copyrights system
8) Section 337 of the Tariff Act of 1930

Chapter 13
Government
Procurement

1) Act regulating state contracts business with or in Burma (Myanmar) (the
state of Massachusetts)

2) “Buy American” legislation at federal and state levels
3) National security exemptions
 

Chapter 14
Unilateral Measures

1) Carrousel amendment
2) Section of the Trade Act of 1974, “Super 301”, “Special 301”, “Telecom-
munications Trade Act of 1988”, and “Title VII”
3) Helms-Burton Act
4) Iran Libya Sanctions Act
5) Excessive extraterritorial application of anti-trust laws

European Union

On anti-dumping, problems
remain with asymmetrical price
comparisons (for example, fax ma-
chines), and with unjustifiable ex-
pansion of the scope of items subject
to levies.

On standards and certification,
the European Commission and other
bodies are currently considering
proposals for Waste Electrical and
Electronic Equipment (WEEE), the
Restriction of Use of Certain Haz-
ardous Substances in Electrical and
Electronic Equipment (ROS) and the
Draft Directive on Batteries and Ac-

cumulators. Japan needs to monitor
developments to ensure that meas-
ures are in compliance with the TBT
Agreement.

On services, it is commendable
that the EU achieved full liber-
alization of basic telecommu-
nications in all member states during
2000. However, we continue to look
for improvements in implementation,
particularly in domestic regulatory
agencies and in problematic licens-
ing procedures.
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Areas Measures Identified in the Report

Chapter 1
Most-Favoured-Nation Treat-
ment Principle

1) Measures regarding bananas

Chapter 5
Anti-dumping Measures

1) Problems involved in determining dumping
2) Asymmetric price comparisons                                                                   
3) Deduction of Anti-dumping duties as costs
4) Improper expansion of the scope of taxation

Chapter 6
Subsidies and Countervailing
Measures

1) Export subsidies for processed cheese
2) Export subsidies and export tax

Chapter 9
Rules of Origin

1) Rules of origin for photocopiers
2) Rules of origin for semiconductors

Chapter 10
Standards and Conformity
Assessment Systems

1) Phytosanitary measures (Bonsai)
2) Proposal for Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE), the
Restriction of the Use of Certain Hazardous Substances in Electrical and
Electronic Equipment (ROS) and Draft Directive on Batteries and Accu-
mulators
3) Measures concerning meat and meat products (hormones)

Chapter 11
Trade in Services

1) Barrier to participation in the telecommunication market
2) Restriction of European works in television broadcasts
3) Restriction of acceptation for foreign lawyers

Chapter 12
Protection of Intellectual
Property

1) Greece’s protection of copyrights

Chapter 13
Government Procurement

1) EEC utilities directive on four public works sectors
2) Government procurement in Germany

Chapter 14
Unilateral Measures

1) Trade Barriers Regulation (TBR)

Republic of Korea

In financial services, the Re-
public of Korea's second phase of
foreign-exchange deregulation is a
significant achievement that will
eliminate the limits on international
fund transfers by the general public.
We also welcome the third phase of
opening in the Republic of Korea's

regulations on Japanese culture,
which eliminates restrictions on film
screenings and public performances.
Nonetheless, the Republic of Korea
continues to maintain regulations on
foreign companies in the construc-
tion sector, and we urge that these
regulations be relaxed.
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Areas Measures Identified in the Report

Chapter 4
Tariffs

1) High tariff goods (textiles and textile products, glass fibre, copper
products, etc.)

Chapter 6
Subsidies and Counter-vailing
Measures

1) Subsidies to shipbuilding

Chapter 10
Standards and Conformity
Assessment Systems

1) Detailed rules on the control of product origin

Chapter 11
Trade in Services

1) Limitation of Japanese culture works (some regulations have been
eliminated)
2) The Construction Industry Law

Chapter 12
Protection of Intellectual Prop-
erty

1) Availability of enforcement against infringement of intellectual prop-
erty rights

Australia
In services, we look for im-

provements in television advertising,
where Australian firms have more
than 80 percent of the market and
foreign investments are restricted to

certain percentages.

We continue to urge Australia
to join the Government Procurement
Agreement as quickly as possible
and to eliminate its “offset” system.
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Areas Measures Identified in the Report

Chapter 4
Tariffs

1) High tariff goods (certain clothes, automobiles, electrical machinery,
glass, etc.)

Chapter 6
Subsidies and Counter-vailing
Measures

1) Subsidies to producers and exporters of automotive leather
2) Centralized management of wheat exports by the government trade

companies

Chapter 11
Trade in Services

1) Delays in the implementation of the revised policy related to foreign
joint investment
2) Foreign investment regulation of TV commercials

Chapter 13
Government Procurement

1) Offset Programme

Canada

Japan, along with the EU, al-
leged that Canada's waivers of duties
on automobiles from specific manu-
facturers violated most-favoured-
nation provisions, national treatment,
and the TRIMs Agreement. In June
2000, an Appellate Body report basi-
cally upholding the entire Japanese
argument on this issue was adopted.
We are pleased to report that Canada
brought its measures in conformity
with the WTO Agreement in Febru-
ary 2001.

On services, Canada continues
to maintain protectionist policies for
cultural industries. We are particu-
larly concerned by the proposal that
was made in June 2000 to strengthen
reviews of foreign investment in this
area. We will continue to monitor
developments.

Areas Measures Identified in the Report

Chapter 1
Most-Favoured-Nation Treat-
ment Principle

1) Measures regarding automobiles (Auto Pact)

Chapter 3
Quantitative Restrictions

1) Export restriction on logs
2) Export duties on conifer lumber
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Chapter 4
Tariffs

1) High tariff goods (glass, telephones, etc.,)

Chapter 6
Subsidies and Countervailing
Measures

1) Export subsidy programs
2) Measures similar to export subsidies for dairy products
3) Grain exports by the Canadian Wheat Board

Chapter 11
Trade in Services

1) Protection policy for culture

Chapter 12
Protection of Intellectual Prop-
erty

1) Patent protection of pharmaceutical products

Chapter 13
Government Procurement

1) Provincial “Buy Canadian” legislation (no offers have been made at the
state level)

Chapter 14
Unilateral Measures

1) Section 53.2 of Canada’s Customs Tariff Act

Indonesia

Indonesia continues to impose
import restrictions, and we urge it to
eliminate or otherwise improve these
measures. In anti-dumping areas,
there are some concerns about the
procedures used to adjudicate dam-
ages, and we look for administration
that is in conformity with the Anti-
Dumping Agreement. On services,
we welcome the relaxation of regu-
lations on foreign participation, but

seek further deregulation in the
filmmaking and advertising indus-
tries.

On intellectual property pro-
tection, problems continue with the
effectiveness of enforcement when
intellectual property rights are in-
fringed.

Areas Measures Identified in the Report

Chapter 3
Quantitative
Restrictions

1) Quantitative Import restrictions
2) Export restrictions on logs and lumber products



Summary

xi

Chapter 4
Tariffs

1) High tariff goods (textiles and textile products, transportation products, automobiles, etc.)

Chapter 5
Anti-Dumping
Measures

1) Anti-dumping petition against Japanese tin plate and steel pipe

Chapter 11
Trade in
Services

1) Restrictions for foreign investment (some regulations are eliminated)
2) Restrictions for foreign investment in film and advertising

Chapter 12
Protection of
Intellectual
Property

1) Availability of enforcement against infringement of intellectual property rights

Thailand

Import restrictions under the
Export and Import Act may be
WTO-inconsistent; it is hoped that
they will be eliminated as soon as
possible. We applaud Thailand’s ef-

forts to deregulate financial services.

In protection of intellectual
property, there are problems re-
garding the availability of en-
forcement.

Areas Measures Identified in the Report

Chapter 3
Quantitative
Restrictions

1) Import restrictions under Export and Import Act

Chapter 4
Tariffs

1) High tariff goods (transportation equipment, electronics, copper products
and polyethylene, etc.)

Chapter 8
Trade-Related Investment
Measures

1) Local content requirement (seeking 5-year extension of transition period)

Chapter 12
Protection of Intellectual Prop-
erty

1) Availability of enforcement against infringement of intellectual property
rights

Malaysia

Malaysia's export promo- tion/import reduction plan has sever-
al items that remain on the restricted
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list. We urge Malaysia to improve
this situation and to bring it into con-
formity with the WTO Agreement as
quickly as possible. On intellectual

property protection, problems con-
tinue with the effectiveness of en-
forcement when intellectual property
rights are infringed.

Scope Measures Identified in the Report
Chapter 3
Quantitative Restrictions

1) Import restrictions under the Customs Act
2) Export restrictions on logs

Chapter 4
Tariffs

1) High tariff goods (textile products, transportation equipment, electrical
equipment and glass, etc.)
2) Hiking the tariff on the steel plate

Chapter 8
Trade-Related
Investment Measures

1) Local content requirement on automobiles (seeking 2-year extension of
transition period)

Chapter 11
Trade in Services

1) Guidelines of foreign investment and its application

Chapter 12
Protection of Intellectual
Property

1) Availability of enforcement against infringement of intellectual property
rights  

Singapore

In general, Singapore’s trade
policies and measures seem to be
WTO consistent, but there are some
problems regarding the availability

of enforcement in the area of protec-
tion of intellectual property.

Scope Measures Identified in the Report

Chapter 12
Protection of Intellectual Prop-
erty

1) Availability of enforcement against infringement of intellectual prop-
erty rights

Hong Kong

In general, Hong Kong’s trade
policies and measures seem to be
WTO consistent, but there are some

problems regarding the availability
of enforcement in the area of protec-
tion of intellectual property.
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Scope Measures Identified in the Report

Chapter 12
Protection of Intellectual Prop-
erty

1) Availability of enforcement against infringement of intellectual prop-
erty rights

Philippines

On services, the Philippines
allows the establishment of con-
struction companies that are wholly-
owned by foreign capital, but does
not allow them to participate in the
construction business. We would

seek improvements in this area. On
intellectual property protection, there
continue to be problems with the ef-
fectiveness of enforcement when
intellectual property rights are in-
fringed.

Scope Measures Identified in the Report

Chapter 4
Tariffs

1) High tariff goods (textile products, watches and clocks, electrical
equipment, etc.)

Chapter 8
Trade-Related
Investment Measures

1) Local content requirement on automobiles and foreign exchange re-
striction (seeking 5-year extension of transition period)

Chapter 11
Trade In Services

1) Permission restriction
2) Licence regulation of foreign investment in construction

Chapter 12
Protection of
Intellectual Property

1) Availability of enforcement against infringement of intellectual prop-
erty rights

India

In the area of tariffs, Japan has
participated in consultations request-
ed by the EU on the introduction of
special additional duties. Through
these consultations, Japan should re-
quest India to bring the measure in
conformity with the WTO rules.

The United States and the EU
have requested the establishment of
WTO panels to review India’s new

automobile policy announced in De-
cember 1997 because of the strong
possibility of national treatment and
TRIMs violations. Japan is partici-
pating as a third party; it should
continue to monitor the debate.

In protection of intellectual
property, problems exist regarding
the availability of enforcement and
licensing requirements.
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Scope Measures Identified in the Report

Chapter 4
Tariffs

1) High tariff goods (textile products, etc.)
2) Introduction of special additional duty

Chapter 7
Safeguards

1) Measures imposed on certain chemicals and other products

Chapter 8
Trade-Related Investment
Measures

1) Local content requirement, trade balancing requirement and foreign
exchange restriction on new automotive policy

2) Export restrictions (some notified)

Chapter 12
Protection of Intellectual Prop-
erty

1) Availability of enforcement against infringement of intellectual property
rights

PART II

Part II of this report discusses
issues regarding the accession of
China, Russia and Taiwan to the
WTO, the launching of a new round
and the areas it will cover, and inter-
national trade in genetically modi-
fied organisms (GMO) as well as
electronic commerce.

ACCESSION OF CHINA, RUSSIA,
AND TAIWAN

This section on the newly ac-
ceding members of the WTO focuses
on three economies that are particu-
larly important trading partners for
Japan: China, Russia, and Taiwan.
We discuss policies that will need to
be corrected upon accession, the

status of accession negotiations, and
some issues that need to be resolved.

Because China's negotiations
are in the final phase, the discussion
focuses on market access and insti-
tutional improvements that China
will need to make after it joins the
WTO based on the agreements pre-
viously reached in negotiations. Bi-
lateral and multilateral negotiations
are almost complete for Taiwan as
well, and the discussion in this sec-
tion focuses on issues raised in rela-
tion to China’s membership. For
Russia we describe the progress ma-
de in negotiations and specific issues
that may be of some assistance in
moving negotiations forward in the
future. More detailed descriptions of
each section are found below.

China
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We are pleased to report that
China's accession negotiations are
almost complete, thanks to the con-
clusion of the Japan-China agree-
ment in July 1999, the US-China
agreement in November, and the
EU-China agreement in May 2000.
This section reports briefly on the
specific issues and problems en-
countered during negotiations in the
Working Party in Geneva, the im-
provements made by China, and
points that will require solutions in
the future. We also touch upon the
legislation granting most-favoured-
nation status to China (PNTR) in
light of the US-China agreement.
The section goes on to describe Chi-
na's commitment to improve market
access in light of its agreements with
Japan, the United States, and the EU.
Finally, we discuss the problems
faced by Japanese companies in
China as an illustration of some is-
sues still encountered by foreign
capital.

Russia

The Working Party met in May
and December 2000, and Japan held
bilateral negotiations with Russia in
May, October, and December 2000
as well as in February 2001. This
section describes some specific is-
sues that require improvements in

light of the discussions in Working
Party negotiations, and discusses
Russian commitments to bringing its
legal system better into conformity
with the WTO Agreement. We then
go on to discuss the major points in
bilateral negotiations on market ac-
cess, and specific problems that Ja-
pan would like to see corrected in
tariffs, services, standards and certi-
fication, administrative transparency,
and other areas of keen interest to
Japanese companies.

Taiwan

This section briefly describes
the impact and issues that will be
raised for Taiwan by Chinese mem-
bership. It also briefly touches upon
the institutional and market access
improvements already agreed upon
in the draft Working Party Report.

LAUNCH AND COVERAGE OF
THE NEW ROUND

The third WTO ministerial con-
ference was held in Seattle at the end
of November and beginning of De-
cember 1999 in order to initiate the
new round of negotiations to follow
up on the Uruguay Round. Unfortu-
nately, differing positions on the
scope and form of negotiations and
strong opposition from developing
countries prevented the new round
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from starting. The fourth ministerial
conference is scheduled for Doha,
Qatar in November 2001, and Japan
and the EU are leading an effort to
launch the new round at this time.

This appendix describes Japan's
basic ideas on the start of the new
round and the individual agenda
items it has proposed. In addition,
we discuss efforts to build confiden-
ce in the WTO by resolving imple-
mentation problems and assisting in
‘capacity building’ (technical assis-
tance to improve the capacities of
developing countries).

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
IN GENETICALLY MODIFIED

ORGANISMS (GMO)

Consumers in Europe, the Unit-
ed States and Japan have grown in-
creasingly concerned over the safety
of genetically modified foods. At the
end of January 2000, the Cartagena
Protocol on Biodiversity was
adopted. The protocol formulates
internationally agreed procedures for
trade in genetically modified organ-
isms that would impact biodiversity.
A proposal is before the WTO to es-
tablish a Working Party to study
biotechnology issues.

This section analyzes current
information on the safety of bio-
technology and related trade meas-
ures as discussed in international fo-

rums and considers the need for in-
ternational rules to govern trade in
products created using biotechnol-
ogy.

STATUS AND ORIENTATION
OF ELECTRONIC COMMERCE

DISCUSSIONS

In the late 1990s, countries and
regions began to promote electronic
commerce and to develop plans for
computerizing administrative proce-
dures. These developments reflect
the growing expectations placed on
electronic commerce. It is desirable
that the systems and institutions
supporting electronic commerce be
internationally coordinated and con-
sistent in order to better promote the
development of electronic commerce.
Discussions on how best to do this
are a major topic at the WTO and
other international institutions and
conferences.

This chapter describes elec-
tronic commerce discussions at the
WTO and the proposal issued by Ja-
pan's Ministry of International Trade
and Industry (as it was known in
2000). We also describe discussions
at other international institutions,
and conclude with a discussion of
specific measures of concern in light
of WTO commitments.


