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Ensuring the Safety of Discharg

the Sea and Expanding Consumption of Fishery Products

ALPS ftreated water' refers to the water that has been purified and treated using the ALPS purlfication system to
remove multiple radioactive materials from Inside the bulldings of the Tokyo Electric Power Company’s (TEPCO)
Fukushima Dallchl Nuclear Power Statlon (NPS). Since August 2023, TEPCO has discharged ten batches of ALPS
treated water (as of the end of November 2024), and monitoring results and assessments by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) have confirmed that the ALPS treated water ks being discharged safely. One year has passed
since TEPCO began discharging ALPS freated water Into the sea, and we present the safety of ALPS treated water
and the government’s efforts to Increase the consumption of fishery products.

kb

f

Prime Minister ISHIBA Shigeru and Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry MUTO Yoji enjoy lunch boxes prepared with fishery
products from the Sanriku-Joban area to promote the Fourth Sanriln Johan Weeks campaign held from October to November 4, 2024,
as one of the events of the “Discover the Charms!” Sanriku Joban Mono Network,

ALPS treated water

ALPS s the acronym for Advanced Liquid Processing System,
a multi-nuclide removal system, that removes various radioac-
tive materials, ALPS treated water is water that has been puri-
fied and treated until it satisfics ulay standards for all radio-

active materials other than tritium®. For tritium, the water is
significantly diluted with scawater before discharge so that it
fully satisfics safety standards.

Assessment of Safety Aspects by the IAEA

The TAEA has established a ficld office on the premises of
TEPCO's Fukushima Daiichi NPS, where IAEA staff arc
stationed to witness and independently monitor the discharge
of ALPS treated water. The IAEA has also continued its
review since the start of the discharge of ALPS treated water

Photo: Minis¥y of Ecommy, Trade snd ndsctry

status of at TEPCO's Daiichi
NPSndthnlAEA:mvmmnlnmgmth:dmhngeof
ALPS treated water into the sea, informing the international
community about the safety of the discharge of ALPS treated
water into the sea.

Monitoring results

TEPCO, the Nuclear Regulation Authority, the Ministry

of the Environment, the Fisheries Agency of the Japancse

govemment, and other relevant organizations continue to

conduct monitoring to conﬁ.rm that thm are no npuﬁcmt

changes in the of

scawater and fish in ima and neigh!

before and after the discharge of ALPS treated wncnnlo the

sca. Th: runplmg and mnnnarmg mcﬂwd: and nnlyuul
ing the i

of the
h:vv becn cvllnsled by the IAEA as appropriate with a

h level of accuracy and competence. Monitoring
mnhl to dne have confirmed that ALPS treated water is

into the sca in a safc manner. Monitoring results
can be viewed at t any time on the Overacting Radiation-
ing data Br g System in the coastal occan of

into the sca, and the report the IAEA publis in.luly
2024 clearly states that lt did not ldumty anything llul is
i with the req inthe relevant i
safety standards.
A side event titled and
in Fukushima” at the 68th General Confauwe of the IAEA
held in September 2024 focused on ioni wuuand
ima, with p

HICHLIGHTING JAPAN NCVEMBER 2024

Japan (ORBS) page. (Imps Jlwww.monitororbs.jplen/).
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ing ALPS Treated Water into

Purification process

C ison of tritium

40,000
EqlL

Nasieral

The tritium concentration after dilution with seawater is less than 1/40 of the safety standard determined by the Japanese
government (or approximately V70ftheWHO standards fordnnhngwntel‘),and the annual total amount of tritium discharged

into th to remain below

value (22 trillion becquerels per year) set during the

operation of TEPCO’s Fukushima Daiichi NPS, Therefore, there is no concern about the impact on human health or the environment.

Then-mmeraf&unamy,’l‘mdeud Industry SAITO Ken
attended a food tasting event held on August 8, 2024, as part of
the “Gohiiki” Sanriku Johan Campaign to promote the appeal of
fishery products from the Sanriku-Joban area.

Fheto: Ministry of Eacnceny, Fade and Irdusty

Efforts to expand consumption of Japanese fishery
products

There have been no reports of significant declines in the prices
of fishery products or other reputational effects caused by
negative amors domestically, except for the impact ofimpon
restriction measures imposed by some countrics and regions.
Even so, the Japancse government is promoting the safety
and sccurity of fishery products based crnscnmnﬁcewdeme,
such as the results of the

in and business meetings,
nnd uu.lmng cross-border e~commerce. On the domestic front,
the government is working to promote the appeal and increase
the consumption of fishery products from the Sanriku-Joban
arca through initiatives such as the “Gohiiki” Sanriku Joban
Campaign* and the “Discover the Charms!™ Sanriku Joban
Mono Network®.

Future policy

The discharge of ALPS treated water into the sea will be

conducted for many years. At the Inter-Ministerial Councils

held in August 2024, the Japanese government confirmed its

future polwy of (1) eluunng safety nnd efforts to explain and
) p adverse impacts on

of livel

of J; fish pmducubyfmnnul

both domestically and internationally in efforts to expand
consumption. In particular, in order to diversify export sales
channels for Japanese fishery products, the

local chefs at Seafood Expo Asia 2024(Singapore), one
Asia’s largest fishery pmdums trade fairs, (Left: nmng
right: cookis ion by Eric Neo,

is providing support by reaching out to overscas markets
through global media and promotional events, inviting buyers,

President of Singapore Chefs’ Association)
Pheto: Japan Extemal Fode Organzation

1.See “Ensuring the Safety of Discharging ALPS Traated Water intothe Sas,” in HIGHLIGHTING Japan, October 2022 edi

o [hitps: //waw. gov-online go jp/eng/

publicity/book/hlj/html/202210/202210_03_en.htmi), and "Discharge into the Sea of ALPS Traated Water from Fukushima Daikchi Nuclear Power Station” in

08_en.html].

HIBHLIGHTING Juglr\ Snpnmbal 2023 edition lhtuu / waw.gv-anline.go

relating to nuclear energy undar the auspioas of tha Unitad Nations [UNJ.

2.Anii i promotes ir
3. Tritium (H-3) is a relative of hydr d a radioact ial that is y pe in the natural
also in our bodias.

4. Acampaign to promate sales of fishery products from Aomeri, lwets, Miyagi,

companias.

It is comtsined in tap water, raimwater and

Fukushime, baraki and Chibe prefacturas in cooperation with retail and distribution

5. projectto expand the cansumption offishery products from Aomori lwate, Miyagi, Fubushims, bmh ard Chita refectures by imitng broad partiipaton

from industry, local govemments throughout Japan, and government agercies,

B The N| htvamal Council for Contaminated Water, Trasted Water and nmrmnmm Inml mﬂth Tth h-' Mmmﬁ C«n:n for Sndv Implementation of

‘eated Watsr. See |

This article was written with tha consent of the Ministry of Ecanomy, Tradz and Industry and on tha basis of publicly available data from the Ministry.
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