
 
 

METI-Related FY 2016 Budget 
 

The METI-Related FY 2016 Budget includes 337.1 billion yen for the general account and 
838.4 billion yen for the energy resources special account. 

 
(unit: billions of yen) 

 

FY2015 
Initial budget 

FY2016 
Initial budget 

Change from 
FY2015 

(i) General account (excl. energy 
resources special account) 

338.3 337.1 -1.2 (-0.4%) 

 Expenses for SME support 111.1 111.1 0 (+0.0%) 
Expenses for science and 
technology promotion 

99.7 97.9 -1.8 (-1.9%) 

Other expenses 127.4 128.0 0.6 (+0.5%) 
 

(ii) Energy resources special 
account 

796.5 838.4 +41.9 (+5.3%) 

 Accounts for supply and 
demand of energy 

597.3 649.7 +52.5 (+8.8%) 

Accounts for power source 
development 

178.9 175.2 -3.7 (-2.1%) 

Accounts for nuclear damage 
compensation support 

20.3 13.5 -6.8 (-33.7%) 

 
Subtotal (i) + (ii) 1,134.8 1,175.5 +40.7 (+3.6%) 

 
(iii) Special Account for Patents 140.4 144.6 +4.2 (+3.0%) 
(iv) Special Account for Trade 

Reinsurance 
219.6 223.5 +3.9 (+1.8%) 

Total (sum of (i) to (iv)) 1,493.2 1,542.0 +48.8 (+3.3%) 
 
(Requested by the Reconstruction Agency) 
Special Account for 
Reconstruction from the Great 
East Japan Earthquake (related to 
METI) 

98.2 
112.1 

(incl. supplementary 
budget) 

+13.8 (+14.1%) 

 
(Reference) 
○ FY2015 supplementary budget (related to METI) 290.1 billion yen 

○ FY2015 reserve fund (related to METI) 99.6 billion yen 
 
*1 Totals may not match the sum of individual figures due to rounding off. 
*2 The total of the METI-related initial budget excludes duplicates with the special account for patents and special account 

for trade reinsurance (1.62 billion yen). 
*3 The FY2015 METI-related supplementary budget includes 22.8 billion yen requested by the Reconstruction Agency and 

1.5 billion yen by the Ministry of Finance. 
*4 The FY2015 METI-related supplementary budget was decided at the Cabinet meeting on December 18, 2015. 
*5 The FY2015 METI-related reserve fund includes 2.3 billion yen requested by the Ministry of Finance and 0.1 billion yen 



 
 

by the Cabinet Office. 
*6 The FY2015 METI-related reserve fund was decided at the Cabinet meeting on December 18, 2015. 
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Major Projects 
 
 
1. Accelerating reconstruction of Fukushima and other earthquake-stricken 

areas 
 

METI will make its utmost efforts for accelerating the reconstruction of Fukushima and other 

earthquake-stricken areas and will offer support for the return to the region and new lives of 

evacuees, the rebuilding of businesses and livelihood of business operators who suffered from the 

nuclear accident and aid their self-reliance by way of providing group subsidies and subsidies for the 

establishment of business and promoting the Fukushima Innovation Coast Scheme. 

 
(1) Support for the return and new livelihoods of affected residents 

○ Disaster recovery project for joint facilities for SME associations (group subsidies) <Reconstruction> 

29 billion yen (40 billion yen) 

○ Support for the business reconstruction of disaster-stricken SMEs and small enterprises 

<Reconstruction> 2.56 billion yen (3.06 billion yen) 

○ Financing support for disaster-stricken SMEs and small enterprises <Reconstruction> 

7.7 billion yen (9.3 billion yen) 

○ Fukushima Innovation Coast Scheme (project to develop robot testing zones and R&D bases) 

<Reconstruction> 5.1 billion yen (New) 

○ Subsidies for the development of facilities for promoting the Fukushima Innovation Cost Scheme 

<Reconstruction> 

(1) Project to develop facilities for joint use (related to development of  technologies such as robots) 

2.17 billion yen (New) 

(2) Project to promote practical application of innovative technologies contributing to the revitalization 

of local economies 6.97 billion yen (New) 

○ Feasibility study for the Fukushima Innovation Coast Scheme and other related projects 

<Reconstruction> 0.1 billion yen (New) 

○ Subsidies for the location of businesses for creating employment for supporting the self-reliance and 

return of disaster victims <Reconstruction> 32 billion yen (New) 

 

○: FY2016 initial budget projects 
 FY2015 supplementary budget projects (in 

dotted-line boxes) 
◆: Projects related to the FY2016 draft fiscal 

investment and loan program 
Figures in parentheses are FY2015 initial budget. 



2 
 

(2) Promotion of efforts made for rebuilding the businesses, occupations, and livelihoods of disaster 

victims and for supporting their self-reliance 

○ Project to support for the self-reliance of business operators that suffered from the nuclear accident 

<Reconstruction> 

1.32 billion yen (New) 

 

(3) Steady implementation of the policy “For Accelerating the Reconstruction of Fukushima from 

the Nuclear Disaster” 

○ Nuclear Damage Compensation and Decommissioning Facilitation Corporation Funds (relating to 

interim storage facilities) 35 billion yen (35 billion yen) 

 

(Reference) Projects under the FY2015 supplementary budget 
*Cabinet decision on December 18, 2015 

○ Support projects for the self-reliance of business operators that suffered from the nuclear accident 

<Reconstruction> 

22.8 billion yen 

○ Projects relating to the Measures for decommissioning and contaminated water 15.65 billion yen 

 
 
 
2. Productivity revolution by investment for the future 
 

METI will facilitate innovation by utilizing the IoT, Big Data, robots, and artificial intelligence, 

and promote investment for the future with the aim of achieving a productivity revolution; for this 

purpose, METI will accelerate R&D on the IoT, Big Data, and artificial intelligence, facilitate 

industrialization of technologies through social demonstrations, offer support to SMEs, etc. for 

introducing robots, and promote cyber security measures. 

Furthermore, METI will strengthen the functions of the National Institute of Advanced Industrial 

Science and Technology (AIST) and other organizations to bridge the gap between industry and 

academia and promote the participation of women and development of human resources for SMEs, 

etc. 
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(1) Promotion of innovation by utilizing the IoT, Big Data, artificial intelligence, and robot 

technologies 

○ Infrastructure improvement project to create new industrial models for IoT promotion 

0.7 billion yen (New) 

/Project to promote development of a social system for IoT promotion 

1.34 billion yen (New) 

○ Demonstration project for introduction of robots 2.3 billion yen (New) 

○ Development of core technologies concerning next-generation artificial intelligence and robots 

3.06 billion yen (1 billion yen) 

○ Technological development project for commercialization utilizing robots 

1.5 billion yen (1.5 billion yen) 

○ Project to promote development and introduction of robotic devices for nursing care 

2 billion yen (2.55 billion yen) [mentioned later (P7)] 

○ Project for System development that incorporates social subjects regarding maintenance, management, 

and infrastructure update solutions 1.93 billion yen (1.92 billion yen) 

○ Project to develop cross-sectoral technologies for IoT promotion 3.3 billion yen (New) 

○ Project to promote open innovation for accelerating development of IoT technologies 

5 billion yen (New) 

○ High-throughput design and prototyping technology for advanced materials development project 

1.78 billion yen (New) 

○ Development of production techniques for highly functional biomaterials using plants and other 

organisms 

1.72 billion yen (New) 

○ R&D and demonstration project on smart mobility systems 1.88 billion yen (New) 

○ Project to enhance safety regulations for new energy, etc. 0.39 billion yen (New) 

○ Project to develop test courses for self-driving systems 1.5 billion yen (New) 

○ Project to build cyber security economic infrastructure 2.16 billion yen (1.77 billion yen) 

○ Operational grants for the Information-technology Promotion Agency, Japan (IPA) 

4.25 billion yen (3.61 billion yen) 

 

(2) Public-private collaboration for the formulation of national innovation system and the 

promotion of investment for the future 

○ Operational grants for the AIST 62.85 billion yen (61.79 billion yen) 
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○ Project to support strategic enhancement of fundamental technologies and to facilitate collaboration 

13.97 billion yen (13.86 billion yen) 

○ Project to strengthen collaboration regarding global venture ecosystems 

0.41 billion yen (0.34 billion yen) 

○ Infrastructure improvement project to promote social participation of women 

0.2 billion yen (New) 

○ Project for Managerial Human Resource Development in the service industry by 

Industry-Academia Collaboration.                    0.21 billion yen (0.18 billion yen) 

○ Project to secure human resources for SMEs and small enterprises 

1.81 billion yen (1.61 billion yen) [mentioned later (P6)] 

 

(Reference) Projects under the FY2015 supplementary budget 

*Cabinet decision on December 18, 2015 

○ Infrastructure improvement project to create new business for IoT promotion 

1.62 billion yen 

○ Environment improvement project to accelerate R&D for artificial intelligence and the IoT 

0.9 billion yen 

○ Project for accelerating cyber security measures for citizens and enterprises 0.45 billion yen 

○ Promotion project for strengthening cyber security measures for critical infrastructure, etc. 0.4 billion 

yen 

○ Project for establishing monitoring systems for incorporated administrative agencies, etc. 7.49 billion 

yen 

○ Project for promoting joint R&D between public research institutes that play the 

gap-bridging role and mid-ranking enterprises and SMEs.  

1.1 billion yen 

○ R&D venture support project 1.39 billion yen 

 

 
 
3. Improvement of productivity of SMEs and Strengthening Added value 

Creativity in Local Communities 
 

In order to encourage consumption through wage increases and raising the minimum wage, METI 

will make efforts to improve the productivity of SMEs and ensure appropriate business transactions, 

strengthen the growth potential of core regional enterprises that lead local economies and enhance 
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regional capacity to create added value. Specifically, METI will make necessary improvements by 

strengthening management support systems mainly led by the Yorozu Support Centers that serve as 

comprehensive consultation centers, offering support to micro businesses in cultivating sales 

channels, and ascertaining the current status of the multi-layered subcontracting system. METI will 

also assist in the development of services and manufacturing carried out by SMEs jointly with 

universities, etc. and strengthen intellectual property and standardization strategies. Furthermore, 

METI will promote the development and marketing of regional specialties and revitalization of city 

centers and shopping districts in local areas and help SMEs to secure human resources. 

Additionally, METI will conduct a demonstration project for the establishment of business models 

for health-related services not covered by public insurance in rural areas and support R&D of the 

Japan Agency for Medical Research and Development. 

 
(1) Improvement of productivity of SMEs, etc. 

○ Project to support strategic enhancement of fundamental technologies and to facilitate collaboration 

13.97 billion yen (13.86 billion yen) [mentioned above (P3)] 

○ One-stop comprehensive support project for SMEs and small enterprises 

5.47 billion yen (4.62 billion yen) 

○ Project to strengthen systems for monitoring and inspecting consumption tax transfer 

3.21 billion yen (3.87 billion yen) 

○ Project concerning measures for SMEs’ transactions 0.99 billion yen (1.1 billion yen) 

○ Project to provide loans for management improvement for micro businesses 

4 billion yen (4 billion yen) 

○ Meticulous financing support 24.38 billion yen (25.39 billion yen) 

○ Project concerning SME Revitalization Support Councils 5.84 billion yen (4.48 billion yen) 

○ Project to accelerate strategic international standardization 

1.59 billion yen (1.49 billion yen) [mentioned later (P9)] 

○ Project to develop enhanced JIS, etc. 0.7 billion yen (0.5 billion yen) 

○ Strengthening of functions of the IP Comprehensive Support Counters 

○ Development of examination system such as securing of fixed-term patent examiners 

 

◆ Support for overseas business expansion of enterprises seeking to be a top global niche company 

The Shoko Chukin Bank provides SMEs and mid-ranking companies that seek to be a top global 

niche company with long-term funds (long-term, bullet repayment loans with contingent interest 

payment) required for their overseas business expansion. 
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(2) New Export Nation 

○ Operational grants for the Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO) 

Included in the 23.86 billion yen (included in the 23.78 billion yen) 

○ Support project for regional-based specialties 1 billion yen (1.61 billion yen) 

○ Support project for overseas expansion strategies for SMEs and small enterprises 

1.43 billion yen (2.5 billion yen) 

 

(3) Promotion of Local Abenomics 

○ Project to promote measures for micro businesses 5.16 billion yen (4.65 billion yen) 

○ Project to develop integrated database for micro businesses 0.2 billion yen (0.2 billion yen) 

○ Project to create and support core regional enterprises 2.05 billion yen (New) 

○ Project to support revitalization of commerce in local areas and city centers 

2.03 billion yen (2.9 billion yen) 

○ Project to secure human resources for SMEs and small enterprises 

1.81 billion yen (1.61 billion yen) 

○ Support project to promote business startups in the region 0.85 billion yen (1.2 billion yen) 

 

◆ Loan program for SMEs, mid-ranking companies and business cooperatives that play a central role in 

local economies 

The Shoko Chukin Bank provides SMEs, mid-ranking companies and business cooperatives that play 

a central role in local economies with long-term funds (long-term, bullet repayment loans with 

contingent interest payment) required for their efforts for cultivation of new markets, development of 

new business, research and development and management improvement, etc. 

 

◆ Loan program for business cooperatives and enterprise cooperatives that utilize regional resources 

(New) 

The Shoko Chukin Bank provides business cooperatives and enterprise cooperatives that utilize 

regional resources with long-term funds (long-term, bullet repayment loans with contingent interest 

payment) required for their efforts for cultivation of new markets, development of new business, 

utilization of regional resources, and collaboration and reorganization, etc. 
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(4) Revitalization of the field of healthcare 

○ Project focused on developing key technology of discovering and manufacturing drug for 

next-generation treatment and diagnosis 5.62 billion yen (5.27 billion yen) 

 5.62 billion yen (5.27 billion yen) 

○ Development of Medical Devices through Collaboration between Medicine and Industry 

4.39 billion yen (4.15 billion yen) 

○ Development of Medical Devices and Systems for Advanced Medical Services 

3.5 billion yen (3.19 billion yen) 

○ Project focused on developing key evaluation technologies, aiming at industrialization in the field of 

regenerative medicine 2.5 billion yen (2.5 billion yen) 

○ Project to promote development and introduction of robotic devices for nursing care 

2 billion yen (2.55 billion yen) 

○ Fundamental research project with international cooperation regarding vital functions 

0.48 billion yen (New) 

○ Project to promote creation of industry aiming to extend healthy life expectancy 

0.82 billion yen (0.82 billion yen) 

 

(Reference) Projects under the FY2015 supplementary budget 

*Cabinet decision on December 18, 2015 

○ Subsidies for supporting new development of monodzukuri (manufacturing), commerce, and service 

businesses 102.05 billion yen 

○ Subsidies for promoting investment in energy conservation and a productivity revolution for SMEs, 

etc.  44.2 billion yen [mentioned later (P12)] 

○ Support project for price negotiation (expansion of Aid Offices for Subcontractors) 0.4 billion yen 

○ Financing support, aiming for productivity improvement 2 billion yen 

○ Support project for overseas expansion strategies, etc. 5.99 billion yen 

○ Infrastructure improvement project for overseas expansion of the services industry 0.5 billion yen 

○ Infrastructure improvement project for global distribution of localized contents 6.69 billion yen 

○ Project for disseminating information concerning the TPP’s origin certification system 0.48 billion yen 

○ One-stop comprehensive support project for SMEs and small enterprises (among which project to 

dispatch Mirasapo experts) 0.5 billion yen 

○ Support project for overseas expansion strategies for SMEs and small enterprises 2 billion yen 

○ Contributions to AEM-METI economic and industrial cooperation 2.5 billion yen 
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○ Support project for regional-based specialties 3 billion yen 

○ Project for establishing global value chains through collaboration between agriculture, commerce, and 

industry 1 billion yen 

○ Project for enhancing competitiveness in leather-related industries 13.33 billion yen 

○ Project for micro business support package 10 billion yen 

○ Support project for promotion of inbound tourism focused on shopping districts and towns1 billion 

yen 

○ Support project for increasing expenditure per person in regions in response to internationalization 

0.1 billion yen 

○ Regional revitalization support project utilizing Big Data analysis, etc. 0.5 billion yen 

○ Measures for smooth introduction of the increase in the consumption tax rate, and the special reduced 

tax rates on foods and certain commodities / Streamlining of retail and logistics 17 billion yen 

 
 
4. Growing with other countries as one world 
 

Upon conclusion of the TPP agreement, which will create a free and fair single economic block in 

the Asian-Pacific region, METI will promote further growth together with other countries while 

promoting foreign direct investment to Japan towards becoming a New Export Nation. Additionally, 

METI intends to play a proactive role in formulating international rules, take measures to support 

Japanese enterprises’ efforts for enhancing their global business capacity and to revitalize local 

economies. Specifically, METI will support the export of high-quality infrastructure and acquisition 

of markets in emerging countries, promote the acquisition of international standards, increase foreign 

direct investment to Japan through JETRO or other organizations, and support the overseas expansion 

of the medical industry, content industry, and SMEs, etc. through concerted public- and 

private-sectors efforts including trade promotion by government or industrial leaders. 

 
○ Project to capture markets in emerging countries 0.8 billion yen (0.8 billion yen) 

○ Project to promote overseas sales of quality infrastructure systems 

0.94 billion yen (1 billion yen) 

/Project to promote overseas sales of quality energy infrastructure systems 

1.35 billion yen (1.05 billion yen) 

○ Project to cultivate markets in emerging countries through technical cooperation 

2.4 billion yen (2.21 billion yen) 
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○ Project to support human resources development for promoting export of low-carbon technologies 

0.9 billion yen (0.8 billion yen) 

○ Project to develop a system for promoting inward direct investment, etc. 

○ Project to accelerate strategic international standardization 1.59 billion yen (1.49 billion yen) 

/Project for international standardization and dissemination basis concerning energy conservation and 

new energy, etc. 2.55 billion yen (2.35 billion yen) 

○ Project to develop enhanced JIS, etc. 0.7 billion yen (0.5 billion yen) [mentioned above (P5)] 

○ Support project for measures to strengthen the content industry 0.65 billion yen (0.69 billion yen) 

○ Project to support wide-area transmission of localized contents 0.15 billion yen (New) 

○ Commission expenses for participation in international exhibitions project 

0.8 billion yen (0.97 billion yen) 

○ Promotion project to establish medical technologies and service bases 

0.71 billion yen (0.74 billion yen) 

○ Support project for overseas expansion strategies for SMEs and small enterprises  

1.43 billion yen (2.5 billion yen) [mentioned above (P6,7)] 

 

(Reference) Projects under the FY2015 supplementary budget 

*Cabinet decision on December 18, 2015 

○ Contributions to AEM-METI economic and industrial cooperation 

 2.5 billion yen [mentioned above (P7)] 

○ Promotion project for disseminating high-quality infrastructure 0.1 billion yen 

○ Specific feasibility study project for quality infrastructure system 0.6 billion yen 

/Specific feasibility study project for quality energy infrastructure system 0.9 billion yen 

○ Infrastructure improvement project for global distribution of localized contents 

6.69 billion yen [mentioned above (P7)] 

○ Japan Campaign project 0.3 billion yen 

○Subsidy Program for Global Innovation Centers 1 billion yen 

○Training program for local government staff in charge of practical affairs to attract foreign companies

 0.1 billion yen 
 
 
5. Making efforts for the realization of a best-mix of energy sources 
 

In order to achieve the goal (energy mix) indicated in the Long-term Energy Supply and Demand 
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Outlook (compiled in July 2015), METI will thoroughly promote efforts for energy efficiency,  

conservation and make significant energy–efficiency improvement efforts equivalent to that the 

efforts made after the oil crisis, and will also aim to achieve both expansion of introduction of 

renewable energy to the greatest extent possible and inhibition of public burden and to realize a 

hydrogen energy oriented society through promoting the introduction of fuel cell vehicles. 

Furthermore, METI will proceed with the acquisition of resource interests domestically and 

internationally, taking advantage of the global price decreases of energy resources, and will build a 

resilient energy supply chain that can respond to emergencies such as natural disasters. 

With the aim of accelerating reconstruction of Fukushima from the nuclear disaster, METI will 

make its utmost efforts for promoting decommissioning and resolution to the contaminated water 

issue and will continue taking all possible measures to ensure the safety of nuclear power generation. 

Meticulous assistance will be provided in areas where nuclear facilities are located in accordance 

with the circumstances of respective areas. 

 

(1) Energy efficiency and conservation 

○ Subsidies for supporting businesses for promoting rational use of energy, etc. 

51.5 billion yen (41 billion yen) 

○ Subsidies for introducing innovative energy efficiency and conservation technologies for houses and 

buildings 11 billion yen (0.76 billion yen) 

○ Subsidies for promoting introduction of clean-energy vehicles 13.7 billion yen (New) 

○ Promotion project to develop charging infrastructure for next-generation vehicles 

2.5 billion yen (New) 

○ Subsidies for introducing energy conservation construction machines 1.8 billion yen (1.91 billion yen) 

 

(2) Renewable energy 

○ Subsidies for potential survey of geothermal resources 10 billion yen (8 billion yen) 

○ Subsidies for utilization of hydraulic power generation technologies 

2.25 billion yen (New) 

○ Subsidies for introduction of renewable energy facilities for self-consumption 4.85 billion yen (New) 

○ R&D project concerning predicting and mitigating fluctuation of renewable energy  6.5 billion yen (6 

billion yen) 

○ Subsidies for enforcing the Feed-in Tariff Scheme for Renewable Energy 

48.3 billion yen (45.6 billion yen) 
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(3) Fossil energy 

○ Investment in  projects for exploration and purchase of resource interests,, etc.56 billion yen (48.5 billion yen) 

○ Expenses for commission for basic surveys of domestic oil and natural gas 

16.62 billion yen (14.4 billion yen) 

○ Project to promote development of methane hydrate 13 billion yen (12.54 billion yen) 

○ Technological development of next-generation thermal power generation, etc. 12 billion yen (New) 

○ Large scale demonstration project on CO2 emissions reduction technologies6.9 billion yen (8.9 billion yen) 

○ Survey project on potential CO2 storage sites 1.25 billion yen (1 billion yen) 

 

(4) Realization of a hydrogen energy oriented society 

○ Subsidies for promoting introduction of clean-energy vehicles 

13.7 billion yen (New) [mentioned above (P10)] 

○ Subsidies for developing hydrogen refueling stations 6.2 billion yen (New) 

○ Subsidies for supporting introduction of resigential fuel cells (ENE-FARM) 9.5 billion yen (New) 

○ R&D project on hydrogen utilization technologies 4.15 billion yen (4.15 billion yen) 

○ Demonstration project to build a supply chain of hydrogen derived from unused energy 

2.8 billion yen (2.05 billion yen) 

 
(5) Establishment of resilient energy supply chains 

○ Promotion project for reorganization and strengthening of petrochemical complexes 

13 billion yen (11.5 billion yen) 

○ Project for maintenance of supply bases of regional energy 3.05 billion yen (3.39 billion yen) 

 

 
(6) Steady implementation of the policy “For Accelerating the Reconstruction of Fukushima from 

the Nuclear Disaster,” establishment of safe nuclear power infrastructure, and support for 

regions where nuclear power plants, etc. are located○ Nuclear Damage Compensation and 

Decommissioning Facilitation Corporation Funds (relating to interim storage facilities) 35 billion yen 

(35 billion yen) [mentioned above (P2)] 

○ Grants for measures for areas with power generation facilities 86.89 billion yen (91.22 billion yen) 

○ Project to support infrastructure development at areas where nuclear power plants, etc. are located 

5.59 billion yen (2.3 billion yen) 
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○ Project to promote understanding of changes in energy structures 4.5 billion yen (New) 

 

(Reference) Projects under the FY2015 supplementary budget 

*Cabinet decision on December 18, 2015 

○ Promotion project for investment in energy conservation and a productivity revolution for SMEs, etc. 

44.2 billion yen 

○ Promotion project to support renovation of houses for energy conservation 10 billion yen 

○ Promotion project for reorganization and strengthening of petrochemical complexes  

 7 billion yen 

○ Project to develop systems for stable supply of petroleum products 5 billion yen 

○ Measures for decommissioning and contaminated water 15.65 billion yen [mentioned above] 

 


