
Export Flowchart

Has the scientific name of the animal or plant been identified?
No

Check with the manufacturer 
or the seller.

Yes

Is the scientific name listed in any of the CITES Appendices (I, II, or III)? No application is required

Professional equipment (e.g., instruments 
for musicians)

Belongings when moving (e.g., household 
goods, pets)

Items that international visitors bring home 
as souvenirs.

CITES Appendices​

CITES 
Appendices

For more details, please click here.Individual exceptions

For more details, 
please click here.

Individual 
exceptions

✓ Is it listed in Appendix II?
✓ Is it a processed product?
✓ Do you have documents from the 

manufacturer or the seller?

Does the destination 
country offer similar 
exemption provisions?
Please confirm with 
Management Authority of 
the exporting country.

Note: Quantity restrictions 
apply to souvenir items 
depending on their type.
For details, please refer to 
the section on individual 
exemptions on the right.

You do not need to apply 
to the Ministry of 
Economy, Trade and 
Industry. Please declare 
your items to Japanese 
customs. 
(Please check with 
customs regarding the 
documents to be 
submitted.)

If none of the above exemptions apply, you must obtain export 
approval under the Foreign Exchange and Foreign Trade Act 
prior to shipment and secure the required documentation.
Please refer to the application procedures corresponding to 
each CITES appendix.

[Exportable]
Export and re-export are permitted in Japan for goods without 
approval from the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, provided 
they meet the relevant permit conditions. However, if the destination 
country does not have a corresponding system, the goods may be 
denied clearance by its customs authorities.
In such cases, a CITES Export Permit (or Re-export Certificate) is 
required.

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes to all

Yes

Yes

Click here to view the list of required application documents.

Click here to view the list of required 
application documents.

Appe
ndix 

I

[Japanese Origin]
When specimens are 
bred or captured in 
Japan
= “Export”

[Foreign Origin]
When specimens are 
bred or captured 
overseas
= “Re-export”

1. It must be clearly demonstrated 
that the specimens were acquired 
prior to being listed under the 
CITES Appendix (i.e., before the 
treaty’s application) (O).

In principle, 
commercial 
transactions 

are 
prohibited.

Export is 
only 

possible in 
very limited 

cases.

3.Animals bred for two generations 
or more in controlled 
environment(C), and plants 
artificially propagated for non-
commercial purposes (A)

Commercial 
transactions 

permitted

If the above does not apply, 
export and re-export are prohibited

No

If no documents from the time of import 
are available, re-export is not permitted. 
However, if the items were obtained 
prior to the treaty’s enforcement and the 
evidence documents are available, 
please consult with us individually.

Does it 
correspon
d to any 
of the 
items on 
the right?

(Only if the respective 
approval criteria are 
met)

The application 
document list is 
here.

Re-export

Re-export

[Exportable]
Not subject to the Foreign 
Exchange and Foreign Trade Act

Export

Export

Yes

Yes

No

No

OR

[Export / Re-export 
Permitted]
Export approval 
procedures under the 
Foreign Exchange and 
Foreign Trade Act

2.Animals bred in registered commercial 
breeding facilities and plants 
artificially propagated for commercial 
purposes (D)
(Animals bred in Japan are excluded)

Personal belongings (e.g., bags carried 
while traveling, wristwatches)

Yes

Note: If the species falls under any of the following categories, please check the link. In some cases, exporting may be prohibited.
■Domestic regulated species under the Law for the Conservation of Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
■Items protected under the Cultural Properties Protection Act, including National Treasures, Important Cultural Properties, Important 
Tangible Folk Cultural Properties, Special Natural Monuments, Natural Monuments of National Significance, and Important Artworks.
■Species for which Japan has entered a reservation. 

Note:
■Please refrain from exporting to States not party to CITES, unless the country or region has an authority that is 

functionally equivalent to a CITES Management Authority.
■ The destination country may be subject to a trade suspension recommendation.

Commercial 
transactions 

permitted

Is it for personal use (individual exemption)?

Please provide documentation detailing 
the distribution route from the point of 
import through to acquisition by the re-
exporter.* Academic 

research 
purposes only

Academic research /
zoos /

circuses only

4.Wild specimens (W), animals 
born in captivity (F; those that do 
not fall under C), and ranched 
animals (R).

http://www.meti.go.jp/policy/external_economy/trade_control/02_exandim/06_washington/cites_search.html
https://cites.org/eng/app/appendices.php
https://cites.org/eng/app/appendices.php
https://www.meti.go.jp/english/policy/external_economy/CITES/exemptions.html
https://cites.org/eng/parties/country-profiles/national-authorities
https://cites.org/eng/parties/country-profiles/national-authorities
http://www.meti.go.jp/policy/external_economy/trade_control/02_exandim/06_washington/cites_ex4_syorui.html#shinsei3
http://www.meti.go.jp/policy/external_economy/trade_control/02_exandim/06_washington/cites_ex4_syorui.html#shinsei2
http://www.meti.go.jp/policy/external_economy/trade_control/02_exandim/06_washington/cites_ex4_syorui.html#shinsei1
http://www.meti.go.jp/policy/external_economy/trade_control/02_exandim/07_shunohozon/shu_ex.html
http://www.meti.go.jp/policy/external_economy/trade_control/02_export/13_kokuho/kokuho.html
http://www.meti.go.jp/policy/external_economy/trade_control/02_export/13_kokuho/kokuho.html
https://www.meti.go.jp/english/policy/external_economy/CITES/about_cites.html#reservation
https://cites.org/eng/disc/parties/index.php
https://cites.org/eng/resources/ref/suspend.php


Appe
ndix II

[Japanese Origin]
When specimens are bred 
or captured in Japan
= “Export”

[Foreign Origin]
When specimens are bred 
or captured overseas
= “Re-export”

Please provide documentation detailing the 
distribution route from the point of import 
through to acquisition by the re-exporter.*

If no documents from the time of import are available, 
re-export is not permitted. However, if the items were 
obtained prior to the treaty’s enforcement, please 
provide the evidence documents (such as sales 
certificates, receipts, or documents indicating the 
manufacturing date) and consult with us individually.

[Exportable]
Export approval procedures 
under the Foreign 
Exchange and Foreign 
Trade Act
(Only if the respective approval 
criteria are met)

Click here to view the list of required application documents.

Click here to view 
the list of required 

application 
documents.

Note: For caviar that is 
farmed/packaged in jars or 
containers for consumption in Japan, 
prior registration with the Fisheries 
Agency is required. For more details, 
please click here.

Note: Wild-caught Japanese 
pond turtles (Mauremys 
japonica) must have a 
carapace length of less than 
8 centimeters.

Please also check the information below regarding caviar 
and Japanese pond turtles.

There 
are 
no 

restri
ctions 

on 
trans
action

s 
based 

on 
purpo

se.

[Re-export Permitted]
Export approval procedures 
under the Foreign Exchange 
and Foreign Trade Act
(Only if the respective approval 
criteria are met)

Note: For caviar that is packaged 
in jars or containers for 
consumption in Japan, prior 
registration with the Fisheries 
Agency is required. (This 
requirement does not apply if the 
finished product is re-exported 
without modification.) For further 
details, please click here.

Please refer to the details 
provided below concerning caviar.

Click here to view the list of required application documents.

Click here to view 
the list of required 

application 
documents.

Appe
ndix 

III

There 
are no 
restri
ctions 

on 
trans
action

s 
based 

on 
purpo

se.

[Japanese Origin]
When specimens are bred, 
captured, or collected in 
Japan
= “Export”

[Foreign Origin]
When specimens are bred 
or captured overseas
= “Re-export”
(Including cases where the 
country of origin is 
unknown, provided that 
documentations from the 
time of import is available.)

OR

[Country of Origin Listed]
Specimens that have been 
captured, collected, or 
bred in the countries listed 
in Appendix III (including 
those of unknown origin).

[Non-listed Country of 
Origin]
Specimens that have been 
captured, collected, or bred 
in countries not included 
in Appendix III.

[Exportable]
Export approval procedures
 under the Foreign Exchange and 
Foreign Trade Act
(Only if the respective approval criteria 
are met)

[Re-export Permitted]
CITES Re-export Certificate
(Re-export of goods that do not 
require approval)
(Only if the respective approval criteria 
are met)

Please provide 
documentation detailing 
the distribution route 
from the point of import 
through to acquisition 
by the re-exporter.*

If the country of origin is unknown and no import documents is available  from the time of import, please 
confirm whether the items were obtained prior to the implementation of the treaty. Collect supporting 
evidence demonstrating that the items were obtained before the treaty came into effect (such as sales 
certificates, receipts, or documents indicating the manufacturing date) and consult with us on an 
individual basis

[Export / Re-export 
Permitted]
CITES Export Permit / Re-export 
Certificate
(Export / re-export of goods that do 
not require approval)

 (Only if the respective permit 
criteria are met)

*The term “documentation detailing the distribution route from 
the point of import through to acquisition by the re-exporter” 
refers to the CITES permit issued by the government of the 
exporting country at the time of import (including re-export 
certificates and pre-application certificates), the import permit 
notification issued by Japanese customs, and transfer certificates 
or sales certificates issued by the transferor or seller. For more 
details, please check the list of required application documents. 

Note: The listed countries 
vary by species, so please 
refer to the appendices 
available on the website. 
The countries indicated in 
parentheses following the 
scientific names of species 
in Appendix III represent the 
listing countries.

Yes

No

Click here to view the list of required application documents.

Click here to view the 
list of required 

application documents.

A certificate from the 
Minister of the 
Environment is required 
in accordance with 
Article 7, Paragraphs 1 
and 2 of the 
Enforcement Order of 
the Law for the 
Conservation of 
Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora

A certificate of origin is required. 
Please consult your local Chamber of 
Commerce for assistance.

OR

Items for personal use by the 
individual (for personal purposes)

If the certificate of origin issued by the 
Chamber of Commerce is not accepted in the 
destination country, or if the Chamber of 
Commerce does not issue a certificate of 
origin, please consult with us individually.

OR

Click here to view the list of required application documents.

Click here to view the 
list of required 

application documents.

Export to the United States or 
Singapore

OR

Click here to view the list of required application documents.

Click here to view the 
list of required 

application documents.

http://www.meti.go.jp/policy/external_economy/trade_control/02_exandim/06_washington/cites_ex4_syorui.html#shinsei1
https://www.meti.go.jp/policy/external_economy/trade_control/02_exandim/06_washington/cites_caviar.html
http://www.meti.go.jp/policy/external_economy/trade_control/02_exandim/06_washington/cites_ex4_syorui.html#shinsei2
https://www.meti.go.jp/policy/external_economy/trade_control/02_exandim/06_washington/cites_ex4_syorui.html#shinsei1
https://www.meti.go.jp/policy/external_economy/trade_control/02_exandim/06_washington/cites_ex4_syorui.html#shinsei2
https://www.meti.go.jp/policy/external_economy/trade_control/02_exandim/06_washington/cites_ex4_syorui.html#shinsei3
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