
ASEAN - Japan Economic Ministers’ Joint Statement on Initiatives 
on Economic Resilience (22nd April 2020)

• Affirm that ASEAN-Japan
worked very closely on
various crises in the region.

• Overcome the economic
challenges through
continued and close
collaboration.

• Make utmost efforts to
prevent stagnation of
economic activities

• Provide essential goods to
the global market.

• Encourage the use of digital
technology

• Realize resilient supply
chains to achieve a better
balance of risk management
and cost competitiveness.

I. Sustaining the close
economic ties developed 

by ASEAN and Japan

II. Mitigating the adverse
impact of COVID- 19 

on the economy

III. Strengthening economic
resilience

Preparing an “ASEAN-Japan Economic Resilience Action Plan”
Explore concrete actions to accomplish these objectives 
by mobilizing the collective wisdom of ASEAN and Japan



Ⅰ. Sustaining the close economic ties 
developed by ASEAN and Japan

Ⅱ. Mitigating the adverse impact of 
COVID-19 on the economy

Ⅲ. Strengthening economic 
resilience

ASEAN-JAPAN ECONOMIC RESILIENCE ACTION PLAN （July 29, 2020）

iv.Promote trade facilitation

i. Strengthen economic integration
and cooperation

- Signing of the RCEP in 2020
- Entry into force of the 1st Protocol to

amend the AJCEP

- Simplification and streamlining of NTM
(e.g. develop NTM tool kit)

- Disseminate information on MRAs
through JETRO workshops.

ii. Refrain from imposing NTM

iii.Provide capacity-building

- Dispatch experts, inviting trainees,
hold online training and seminars iv.Promote pioneer businesses

with digital technologies

i. Promote information exchange
and sharing of best practices

- Establish consultation support counters,
holding webinars

- Provide policy recommendations by ERIA
- Strengthen political momentum to ensure

the continued flow of  trade

ii. Facilitate the smooth flow of
essential products

- Provide  financial support (e.g. JBIC) and
insurance programs(e.g. NEXI)

- Provide financial support program for
strengthening Asia digital transformation

- Launch the DX Platforms in AMSs
- Hold the ASEAN-Japan 4IR Dialogue

iv.Explore public-private
collaboration in strategic sectors

i. Initiate programs to strengthen
supply chain resilience in ASEAN

- Provide financial support program to
diversify supply sources

- Initiates new cooperative projects on
HRD for vehicle-related software

- Capacity building for a lean and efficient
factory management with IoT tech

- Enhance public-private sector
engagement through the Dialogue

ii. Formulate a cooperative
framework

iii.Facilitate interactions of
relevant stakeholders

- Launch ASIA Regional Transformation
projects (ARX)

- Conduct AMEICC’s survey to support
the Regional Digital Trade 
Transformation in ASEAN in 
coordination with ASEAN-BAC

- Provide HRD for sustainable energy
development

- Promote smart cities projects
- Facilitate implementation of health-tech

and Ed-tech.

iii.Enhance support for business

Three objectives in ASEAN Japan Economic Ministers’ Joint Statement on Initiatives on Economic Resilience in Response to the Corona Virus Disease  Outbreak

(Around 50 projects)
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