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FY2019 Report on the Storage of Mercury or Mercury Compounds, 
According to the Mercury Pollution Prevention Act 

 
 

I. Overview of the reporting system 

Article 10 of the Minamata Convention on Mercury (hereinafter referred to as the “Minamata Convention”) 
requires Parties to take measures to ensure that the interim storage of mercury and mercury compounds for use 
allowed under the Minamata Convention is undertaken in an environmentally sound manner. 
As a Party to the Minamata Convention, Japan developed the Technical Guidelines on Measures to be Taken to 
Prevent Environmental Pollution due to Storage of Mercury or Mercury Compounds1 (hereinafter referred to 
as the “Guidelines on Storage”) pursuant to Article 21 of the Act on Preventing Environmental Pollution of 
Mercury (hereinafter referred to as the “Mercury Pollution Prevention Act”), and requires persons who store 
mercury or mercury compounds to take appropriate measures, regardless of the amount of the storage, in 
accordance with the Guidelines. 
Persons who store mercury or mercury compounds equal to or more than a certain amount of mercury or 
mercury compounds are also required to periodically report on the status of the storage to the Competent Minster 
for the business, pursuant to Article 22 of the Mercury Pollution Prevention Act. 
 

i. Mercury and mercury compounds subject to environmentally sound interim storage 
According to Article 21 of the Mercury Pollution Prevention Act, persons who store the following mercury or 
mercury compounds are required to take appropriate measures to prevent environmental pollution. If the 
mercury or mercury compounds is mixed with other substances, it is subject to the requirement only if their 
concentrations are equal to or more than 95% by wet-weight. 
Mercury-containing recyclable resources regulated under the Mercury Pollution Prevention Act and wastes 
regulated under the Waste Management and Public Cleansing Act are not subject to this requirement.  

Type of mercury or mercury compounds subject to the requirements 

Mercury (including mercury-containing alloys with metals other than mercury) 
Mercury (I) chloride  
Mercury (II) oxide 
Mercury sulphate  
Mercury (II) nitrate and Mercury (II) nitrate hydrate 
Mercury sulfide (including cinnabar containing mercury sulfide regardless of its 
concentration)  

 

                                                   
1 Public Notice of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology, Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Ministry of 
Economy, Trade and Industry, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, Ministry of the Environment, and Ministry of 
Defense No. 1 of 2015 
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ii. Storage of mercury or mercury compounds, and persons who store thereof 
The “storage of mercury or mercury compounds” means the actual possession, holding and keeping of mercury 
or mercury compounds for the purpose of sales, manufacturing of products, or research and experiment. When 
a person who possesses mercury or mercury compounds outsources the storage to another person, the person 
who it is outsourced to, would be the person who stores mercury or mercury compounds. 

 
iii. Environmentally sound storage of mercury or mercury compounds  

In accordance with Article 22 of the Mercury Pollution Prevention Act and the Guidelines on Storage, persons 
who store mercury or mercury compounds specified in i. above are required to take appropriate measures to 
prevent environmental pollution from the storage of mercury or mercury compounds regardless of the storage 
amount. 
The following are examples of measures to be taken under the requirement: 
 Storing in containers that would not disperse or leak mercury or mercury compounds; 
 Labeling names of mercury or mercury compounds on containers or packages; 
 Displaying names of mercury or mercury compounds at storage sites; 
 Securing storage sites by locking or other means; and 
 Providing information (when the storage of mercury or mercury is outsourced).  

 
iv. Report on the storage of mercury or mercury compounds 

When a business place stores one of the specified substances indicated in i. above in a quantity of 30 kg or more 
during the fiscal year, it is required to report on the status of the storage by each substance pursuant to Article 
22 of the Mercury Pollution Prevention Act. The applicable business person is required to submit a report in a 
designated format to the national government (the Competent Minister for the business) by the end of June of 
the following fiscal year. 
When all mercury or mercury compounds were handed over to other persons or turned into wastes under the 
Waste Management and Public Cleansing Act in the middle of a fiscal year, the reporting requirement still exists 
and has to be done within the submission period of the following fiscal year. Figure 1 on the next page shows 
an example of how to fill in the format of the report on the storage of mercury or mercury compounds.  
It should be noted that a maximum of 300,000 yen would be fined to the person if they did not submit a report 
or provide correct information. 
  



3 

 Type of Mercury or Mercury Compounds （ Mercury     ） 

Storage status of mercury or mercury compounds in the previous fiscal year 
i) Amount stored at the 
beginning of the fiscal year 

  0 kg 

ii) Amount generated  1,000 kg Total of ii) and iii): viii 
 
 

 1,020 kg 

iii) Amount received 20 kg kg kg 
Address & name of  persons 
who delivered  
(for corporations, name & 
representative name) 

○○Trading Co.  
President 
Yoshio Suigin 

  

Name & address of business 
place 

○○Trading Co. 
Yokohama Branch,  
○－○－○ Yokohama 
City, Kanagawa 
Pref. 

  

iv) Amount used     1 kg kg   kg Total of iv) and vi): ix 
 
 
 
 

 711 kg 

Purpose of use（Usage） Analysis   
v) Amount delivered to others  500 kg  210 kg Kg 

Purpose of delivery (usage for 
persons who received)  

Production of 
fluorescent lamps 
（ Exporting to A 

country） 

Manufacturing 
reagent 

 

Address & name of  persons 
who received  
(for corporations, name & 
representative name) 

○○Trading Co. 
President 
○○○○ 

○○Pharmaceutical 
Co.,  
President 
○○○○ 

 

Name & address of  business 
place 

○○Trading Co., △△ 
Sales Office 
○○10－20, △△ City, 
○○Pref. 

○○Pharmaceutical 
Co., △△ factory 
○○1 － 1, △△Town, 
○○Pref. 

 

vi) Amount turned into waste  0 kg 
 

vii) Amount stored as of the 
end of the fiscal year 

309 kg 

Purpose of storage Delivered to other person (For the production of florescent lamps) 208 kg 
Delivered to other person (For the manufacturing of reagents) 200 kg 
Used for analysis 1 kg 

Remarks   
Note: 
1. Prepare by type of mercury or mercury compounds. 
2. If there is no space to fill, add columns. 
3. For the column on the purpose of delivery, describe the usage by the person to whom mercury or mercury compounds has been 

delivered to, if the information is available. 
4. For the column on the amount that turned into waste (vi), describe the amount under paragraph 1, Article 2 of the Waste Management 

and Public Cleansing Act (Act No. 137 of 1970) 
5. For the column on the purpose of storage, describe the amount of storage by usage as much as possible.   
6. If the amount of storage as of the end of the fiscal year (vii) is not equal to the following calculated value; vii=i+viii-ix-vi, describe 

the reason in the remarks column.  
7. The reporting paper size should be JIS A4.  

Figure 1 Example of report on the storage of mercury or mercury compounds2 

                                                   
2 The Technical Guidelines on Measures to be Taken to Prevent Environmental Pollution due to Storage of Mercury or Mercury 
Compounds pursuant to the Mercury Pollution Prevention Act（February 2019, Version 2.0）
https://www.env.go.jp/chemi/tmms/law/tyozo_gl-2.pdf 
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II. Summary of the FY2019 Report on the Storage of Mercury or Mercury Compounds 

i. Number of business places reported, number of reports by substance and amount of mercury or 
mercury compounds stored 

Reports on the storage of mercury or mercury compounds were submitted by 79 business places nationwide. 
Out of this, 73 reports were for mercury and 7 were for mercury sulfide. One business place reported that it had 
stored both mercury and mercury sulfide. There was no report on the storage of other types of mercury 
compounds (mercury (I) chloride, mercury (II) oxide, mercury (II) sulphate, mercury (II) nitrate and mercury 
(II) nitrate hydrate). 
As of the end of FY2019, the total amount of stored mercury and mercury sulfide was 46,199.8 kg and 1,715.2kg 
respectively (total 47,915.0 kg）. 
Figure 2 and Figure 3 show changes in the number of reports submitted and in the amount of mercury or mercury 
compounds stored as of the end of the fiscal year from FY2017.  

 
ii. Number of reports and the amount of mercury or mercury compounds stored by type of business 

place and purpose of storage 
Reports on the storage of mercury or mercury compounds were submitted by 58 business places as users (72.5%), 
and the total amount of mercury or mercury compounds stored by them as of the end of the fiscal year was 
7,045.8 kg (14.7%). Reports on the storage of mercury or mercury compounds were submitted by 22 business 
places as sellers (27.5%), and the total amount of mercury or mercury compounds stored by them as of the end 
of the fiscal year was 40,869.2kg (85.3%). Among the users, one reported that they also refined mercury or 
mercury compounds on their own.  
Figure 4 and Figure 5 show changes in the number of reports submitted and in the amount of mercury or mercury 
compounds stored as of the end of FY2019, as per type of business place, from FY2017.  

  
Figure 2 Number of reports submitted on the 
storage of mercury or mercury compounds 

  Figure 3 Amount of mercury or mercury 
compounds stored as of the end of the fiscal year 



5 

 
Purposes of the storage of mercury or mercury compounds can be categorized into “Lighthouse (replenishments 
for a mercury bath of a rotation machinery)”, “Research/Survey”, “Environmental Analysis”, “Manufacturing 
Products” and “Other”. Table 1 shows the number of reports and the amount of mercury or mercury compounds 
by purpose of storage as of the end of the fiscal year. 

Table 1 Users: Number of reports submitted by purpose of storage and amount of mercury or mercury 
compounds stored as of the end of FY2019 

 
Purpose Lighthouse 

Research/ 
Survey 

Environmental 
Analysis, etc. 

Manufacturing 
Products 

Other Total 

No. of reports 
32 

(55.2%) 
6 

(10.3%) 
4 

(6.9%) 
14 

(24.1%) 
2 

(3.4%) 
58 

(100%) 
Amount of 
mercury or 

mercury 
compounds 
stored (kg) 

 
3,208.2 
(45.5%) 

 
1,816.6 

(25.8%)  

 
353.0 

(5.0%) 

 
1,321.0 

(18.7%) 

 
347.0 

(4.9%) 

 
7,045.8 
(100%)  

 
Figure 6 and Figure 7 show changes in the number of reports on the storage by purpose and in the amount of 
mercury or mercury compounds stored as of the end of the fiscal year from FY2017.  
 

  

Figure 4 Number of reports on the storage of 
mercury or mercury compounds submitted by 

business place type (users/sellers) 

Figure 5 Amount of mercury or mercury compounds 
stored as of the end of the fiscal year by business 

place type (users/sellers) 
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Figure 6 Number of reports submitted by purpose of 
storage (users of mercury or mercury compounds) 

Figure 7 Amount of mercury or mercury compounds 
stored as of the end of the fiscal year by purpose of 
storage (users of mercury or mercury compounds) 

 
 

iii. Amount that turned into waste 
The total amount of mercury and mercury sulfide that turned into waste during FY2019 was 891.4 kg and 0.0 
kg, respectively. Table 2 shows the breakdown by purpose of storage prior to turning into waste.  

Table 2 Amount of mercury that turned into waste during FY2019 

Purpose Sales Lighthouse 
Research/

Survey 
Environmental 
Analysis, etc. 

Manufacturing 
Products 

Other Total 

No. of 
reports 

1 
(12.5%) 

2 
(25%) 

1 
(12.5%) 

1 
(12.5%) 

3 
(37.5%) 

0 
(0%) 

8 
(100%) 

Waste (kg) 
19.1 

(2.1%) 
428.4 

(48.1%) 
0.5 

(0.1%) 
1.0 

(0.1%) 
442.4 

(49.6%) 
0 

(0%) 
891.4 

(100%)  
 

iv. Implementation of the measures in accordance with the Guidelines on Storage 
Persons who store mercury or mercury compounds are required to take appropriate measures to store them in 
an environmentally sound manner in accordance with the Guidelines on Storage and to report on the 
implementation of such measures. 
Figure 8 shows the number of the reports on the implementation of measures taken to prevent environmental 
pollution from storage of mercury or mercury compounds (see Attachment).   
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Figure 8 Number of reports on the measures taken to prevent environmental pollution from  
storage of mercury or mercury compounds (FY 2019) 

 
The Guidelines on Storage require a person, when the storage of mercury or mercury compounds is outsourced 
to another (a contractor), to provide information to the contractor that the substance outsourced is mercury or a 
mercury compound. In the FY2019 reports, one business place reported that they outsourced their storage, and 
it was confirmed that they provided information to the contractor properly. 

Other measures include the following: 

 In-house training (3 reports); 
 Preparing guidebooks for the storage of mercury or mercury compounds (4 reports); 
 Periodic inspection (2 reports) and 
 Implementation of a risk assessment (1 report). 

 

III. Summary of the FY2018 report on the storage of mercury or mercury compounds (the latest 
update) 

Summary of the FY 2018 report has been updated as shown below (updated data are indicated in red and italic 

letters). 
 

i. Number of business places reported, number of reports by substance, and amount of mercury or 
mercury compounds stored 

Reports on the storage of mercury or mercury compounds were submitted by 91 business places nationwide. 
Among the reports, 85 were on mercury and 7 were on mercury sulfide. One business place reported that it had 
stored both mercury and mercury sulfide. There was no report on the storage of other types of mercury 
compounds (mercury (I) chloride, mercury (II) oxide, mercury (II) sulphate, mercury (II) nitrate and mercury 
(II) nitrate hydrate). 
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The amount of mercury and mercury sulfide stored as of the end of FY2018 was 38,829.7 kg and 1,622.3 kg, 
respectively (total 40,452.0 kg). 

 
ii. Number of reports and amount of mercury or mercury compounds stored by type of business place 

and purpose of storage  
Reports on the storage of mercury or mercury compounds were submitted by 68 business places (73.9%) as 
users, and the total amount of mercury or mercury compounds stored by them as of the end of FY2018 was 
6,945.7 kg (17.2%). Reports on the storage of mercury or mercury compounds were submitted by 24 business 
places as sellers (26.1%), and the amount of mercury or mercury compounds stored by them as of the end of 
FY2018 was 33,506.2 kg (82.8%).  Among the sellers, 4 business places reported that they used mercury or 
mercury compounds on their own. 
Purposes of the storage of mercury or mercury compounds by users can be categorized into “Lighthouse (for 
replenishment of a mercury bath as a rotation machinery)”, “Research/Survey”, “Environmental Analysis”, 
“Manufacturing Products” and “Other”. Table 3 shows the number of reports and the amount of storage of 
mercury or mercury compounds by purpose stored as of the end of FY2018.  

Table 3 Users: Number of reports submitted by purpose of storage and the amount of mercury or mercury 
compounds stored as of the end of FY2018 

Purpose Lighthouse 
Research/ 

Survey 
Environmental 
Analysis, etc. 

Manufacturing 
Products 

Other Total 

No. of reports 
38 

(55.0%) 
7 

(10.0%) 
9 

(13.0%) 
12 

(17.4%) 
2 

(2.9%) 
68 

(100%) 

 Amount stored 
(kg) 

3,094.3 
(44.5%) 

1,858.3 
(26.8%)  

299.1 
(4.3%) 

1,335.0 
(19.2%) 

359.0 
(5.2%) 

6,945.7 
(100%)  

Note: The sum of the amount in kg and values in percentage may not be equal to the total value due to rounding. 
 

iii. Amount that turned into waste 
The total amount of mercury and mercury sulfide that turned into waste during FY2018 was 4,288.6 kg and 0.0 
kg, respectively. Table 4 shows the breakdown by purpose of storage prior to turning into waste.  

Table 4 Amount of mercury that turned into waste during FY2018 

Purpose Sales Lighthouse  
Research/

Survey  

Environmental 

Analysis, etc. 

Manufacturing 
Products  

Other Total 

No. of 
reports 

1 
(10.0%) 

1 
(10.0%) 

2 
(20.0%) 

4 
(40.0%) 

2 
 (20.0%) 

0 
(0%) 

10 
(100%) 

Waste (kg) 
26.2 

(0.6%) 
98.2 

(2.3%) 
60.2 

(1.4%) 
3,856.5 

(90.0%) 
247.5 

(5.8%) 
0 

(0%) 
4,288.6 
(100%)  

Note: The sum of the amount that turned into waste may not be equal to the total value due to rounding. 

 
iv. Implementation of measures in accordance with the Guidelines on Storage 

Persons who store mercury or mercury compounds are required to take appropriate measures for 
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environmentally sound storage in accordance with the Guidelines on Storage and report on their implementation 
of such measures. Figure 9 shows the number of reports on the implementation of measures taken to prevent 
environmental pollution from storage of mercury or mercury compounds (see Attachment). 

 

Figure 9 Number of reports on the measures taken to prevent environmental pollution from storage of mercury 
or mercury compounds (FY2018) 

 
The Guidelines on Storage require a person, when the storage of mercury or mercury compounds is outsourced 
to another (a contractor), to provide information to the contractor that the substance outsourced is mercury or 
mercury compounds. In FY2018 reports, 4 business places reported that they outsourced their storage, and it 
was confirmed that they provided information to their contractors properly. 
Five business places reported that they took in-house trainings as a measure to prevent environmental pollution. 
 

IV. Summary of the FY2017 report on the storage of mercury or mercury compounds (the latest 
update) 

Summary of the FY 2017 report has been updated as shown below (updated data are indicated in red and italic 

letters). 
 

i. Number of business places reported, number of reports by substance, and amount of mercury or 
mercury compounds stored 

Reports on the storage of mercury or mercury compounds were submitted by 92 business places nationwide. 
Among the reports, 87 were on mercury and 6 were on mercury sulfide. One business place reported that it had 
stored both mercury and mercury sulfide. There was no report on the storage of other types of mercury 
compounds (mercury (I) chloride, mercury (II) oxide, mercury (II) sulphate, mercury (II) nitrate and mercury 
(II) nitrate hydrate). 
The amount of mercury and mercury sulfide stored as of the end of FY2017 was 44,488.0 kg and 1,864.3 kg, 
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respectively (total 46,352.3 kg). 
 

ii. Number of reports and amount of mercury or mercury compounds stored by type of business 
places and purpose of storage  

Reports on the storage of mercury or mercury compounds were submitted by 71 business places (76.3%) as 
users, and the total amount of mercury or mercury compounds stored by them as of the end of FY2017 was 
10,543.9 kg (22.7%). Reports on the storage of mercury or mercury compounds were submitted by 22 business 
places as sellers (23.7%), and the amount of mercury or mercury compounds stored by them as of the end of 
FY2017 was 35,808.4 kg (77.3%). One user reported that they refined mercury or mercury compounds. 
Purposes of the storage of mercury or mercury compounds by users can be categorized into “Lighthouse (for 
replenishment of a mercury bath as a rotation machinery)”, “Research/Survey”, “Environmental Analysis”, 
“Manufacturing Products” and “Other”. Table 3 shows the number of reports and the amount of storage of 
mercury or mercury compounds by purpose stored as of the end of FY2017.  

Table 5 Users: Number of reports submitted by purpose of storage and the amount of mercury or mercury 
compounds stored as of the end of FY2017 

Purpose Lighthouse 
Research/ 

Survey 
Environmental 
Analysis, etc. 

Manufacturing 
Products 

Other Total 

No. of reports 
36 

(50.7 %) 
8 

(11.3 %) 
10 

(14.1 %) 
16 

(22.5 %) 
1 

(1.4 %) 
71 

(100%) 

 Amount stored 
(kg) 

2,757.2 
(26.1 %) 

 1,907.8  
(18.1 %) 

 4,210.7  
(39.9 %) 

1,430.2  
(13.6 %) 

238.0 
(2.3 %) 

10,543.9 
(100%) 

Note: The sum of the amount in kg and values in percentage may not be equal to the total value due to rounding. 
 
iii. Amount that turned into waste 
No corrections. 
 
iv. Implementation of measures in accordance with the Guidelines on Storage 
Persons who store mercury or mercury compounds are required to take appropriate measures for 
environmentally sound storage in accordance with the Guidelines on Storage and report on their implementation 
of such measures. Figure 10 shows the number of reports on the implementation of measures taken to prevent 
environmental pollution from storage of mercury or mercury compounds (see Attachment). 
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Figure 10 Number of reports on the measures taken to prevent environmental pollution from storage of 
mercury or mercury compounds (FY2017) 

 
The Guidelines on Storage requires a person, when the storage of mercury or mercury compounds is outsourced 
to another (a contractor), to provide information to the contractor that the substance outsourced is mercury or 
mercury compounds. In FY2017 reports, 3 business places reported that they outsourced their storage, and it 
was confirmed that they provided information to their contractors properly. 
Two business places reported that they took in-house trainings as a measure to prevent environmental pollution. 
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（Attachment） 
Measures required to prevent environmental pollution from  

the storage of mercury or mercury compounds 

 

1. Containers or packaging for mercury or mercury compounds shall be free from mercury dispersal or 
leakage. 

2. Label name of mercury or mercury compounds on the container or  packaging (for mixture of mercury 
or mercury compounds (excluding cinnabar), label name and concentration of mercury or mercury 
compounds.).   

3. Display name of mercury or mercury compound at the storage sites. 
4. Install equipment with a lock at a site where mercury or mercury compounds are stored (unless locking 

is not possible due to the nature of the site).  
5. If a site where mercury or mercury compounds is stored cannot be locked due to the nature of the site, 

install solid fences around the site.  
6. When outsourcing the storage of mercury or mercury compounds to another contractor, provide the 

contractor with information that they are mercury or mercury compounds.   
Source: Technical Guidelines on Measures to be Taken to Prevent Environmental Pollution from Storage of Mercury or Mercury 

Compounds 
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