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Honorable Ministers and Representatives of the international organizations, thank you 
very much for attending this meeting today. I am Hiroshi Kajiyama, Minister of 
Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan. 
 
It is my greatest honor to welcome all of you today to the first Asia Green Growth 
Partnership Ministerial Meeting. On behalf of the Government of Japan, I would like to 
express our heartfelt gratitude for your kind support for this meeting. 

 
Today, it is necessary to realize global carbon neutrality in the earliest possible timing, 
to achieve the goals of the Paris Agreement. Asia is no exception to this. Japan will 
actively contribute to achieve "Green Growth" in Asia and to accelerate its energy 
transitions.  
 
In Asia, energy demand is expected to grow alongside economic growth, meaning that 
greater efforts will be needed to achieve carbon neutrality. In doing so, I believe that 
three important points need to be taken into account. 

 
First, there are a variety of energy transition pathways in each country. It is most 
effective to make efforts according to each country's economic, social and energy 
situation and technological capabilities. 
 
Second, it is necessary to utilize all fuel and all technologies approach not only energy 
efficiency improvement and renewable energy but also a variety of options such as 
nuclear power, hydrogen and ammonia, to promote energy transitions in a realistic way. 
 
Third, it is important to proactively engage with Asian countries. We all need to 
cooperate and establish mechanisms to attract investment and funding to ensure that no 
single country in Asia is left behind in its transition to a low-carbon society. 
 
To accelerate energy transitions, it is necessary for each Asian country to chart a diverse 
and pragmatic pathway to energy transitions, which reflects its own circumstances, and 
aligns with the goals of the Paris Agreement. 

 
Moreover, promoting innovation in decarbonization technologies, developing 
international power grids and supply chains of hydrogen and ammonia, and responding 
to the needs of the demand side are essential. Consequently, cross-border cooperation 
becomes crucial. 
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Japan will provide a wide range of support based on the "Asia Energy Transition 
Initiative (AETI)" announced this May. 

 
Based on AETI, actual cooperation has been materialized. Economic Research Institute 
for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) and the Institute of Energy Economics, Japan (IEEJ), 
discussions on the formulation of roadmaps for energy transitions are in progress with 
some ASEAN members. 

 
In the field of finance, the "Asia Transition Finance Study Group" was established last 
month by private financial institutions to study how to promote energy transitions in 
Asia from the financial perspective.  

 
In addition, today, Nippon Export and Investment Insurance (NEXI) announced the 
enhancement of its "Loan Insurance for Green Innovation" to support intensifying 
efforts in the field of renewable energy and new technologies contributing to global 
environmental conservation. 

 
Japan will also actively promote human resource development and knowledge sharing 
through international platforms such as "Asia CCUS Network", established this June.  
 
Taking today's meeting as a starting point, we will continue our discussions and actively 
disseminate the outcomes of these discussions at various international conferences.  

 
Japan will convene the second meeting in October next year, to provide a forum to share 
the outcomes and progress of energy transition efforts of each country. Thank you very 
much. 

 


