








































307 

(3) Activities to promote intra-region trade 
In Africa, activity to promote intra-regional trade is becoming more and more vigorous. As a 

symbolic activity, the African Union’s 55 member countries are initiating the African Continental Free 
Trade Area (AFCFTA). At the 18th Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government 
of the African Union, held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in January 2012, a resolution for the establishment 
of AFCFTA in 2017 was adopted, and the negotiations started in June 2015. The negotiations were 
divided into two phases. The first phase of negotiation dealt with an agreement on the establishment of 
AFCFTA, trade in goods and services, and a dispute settlement mechanism. Concerning trade in goods, 
an agreement was reached on lowering the average intra-regional trade tariff rate from the current 6.1% 
through the liberalization of more than 90% of all product items. 

At the 10th negotiation forum that was held in Kigali, Rwanda in March 2018, the remaining points 
of debate in the first phase were discussed, and an agreement on the establishment of the AFCFTA was 
reached. Although 11 of the African Union’s 55 member countries refrained from acceding to the 
agreement, it was decided to aim to ratify and put the agreement into force by the end of 2018.232, 233 

The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa estimates that as a result of the abolition of 
tariffs under the AFCFTA, intra-regional trade in Africa will increase by 52.3% and that if non-tariff 
barriers are reduced at the same time, the trade promotion effect will be doubled. As goods share 
excluding natural resources in intra-regional exports is larger than their share in extra-regional exports, 
invigorating intra-regional trade is expected to lead to job creation in non-resource industries in Africa 
countries. 

From the end of 2018, the second phase of negotiation is scheduled to start with respect to intellectual 
property rights, investment, and competition policy.234 

                                              
232 African Continental Free Trade Area - Question and Answers (United Nations Economic Commission 

for Africa). 
233 Weekly Africa Business vol. 388 (AFRICA BUINESS PARTNERS, March 26, 2018). 
234 Among topics over which additional negotiations may be held in the second phase of negotiation is 

facilitation of the e-commerce environment. 


