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Statement

The crafts that have thrived continuously in Kyoto have a unique aesthetic sense
and a wealth of skills that are the result of an ingenious combination of the
desires of the users, the versatility of the makers, and the providence of nature
that is the source of the crafts. Taking a role as researchers, the artists visited the
sites of cultivation, distribution, and processing of the raw materials, and had
the opportunity to experience the organic interrelationships that are woven into
the culture of daily life in which crafts are used, in what could be called, in the
sociological sense, an "ecosystem of crafts * (*1).

It is precisely because the consumption cycle and sense of time are changing in the
midst of capitalism, triggering environmental problems and narural disasters, we
are holding the presentation style exhibition "Arts in KOGEI / KYOTO - Reversal
to Spiral-" to share the invisible cycle and new possibilities of nature and people.

Through the activities of the artists, this exhibition aims to reconsider the fact that
we all live within this cycle, and to show a new way of craftsmanship that allows us
to live with the joy of creation rather than merely consumption as in the past, and
a path of coexistence with nature through creation.

The behavior of the artists invites us to consider that there are various alternatives
to linear progress by reverting our sense of the body, our sense of time, and our
social values. It will not be a mere regression, but a gateway to a cycle that will

spiral into a new phase

#1 ARUSTHCZ [TEOABRAR] v i@k, £WENrEmcsy 24£BATIR
2 HEFHLWHRCHITZEBR " E2EHLTVIT,
*1 The concept of "ccosystem of crafts” used in this exhibition is not intended to refer to an ccosy

in the biological sensc, but rather to an ccosystem in the sociological sense.
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Event

Exhibition Information

The exhibition, "Reversal to Spiral,” was held at two venues: Yuuhisai Koudoukan
(Site 1), a cultural center for daily life with crafts, and Forest of Craft (Site 2), a
source site in Keihoku that is the origin of the craft materials that have nurtured

the culture.

Sitel Yuuhisai Koudoukan

Friday, March 17, 2023, 10:00-17:30

As a kick-off to this project, an exhibition of artists' works and a social gathering
were held at the Yuuhisai Koudoukan. Together with people gathered, we shared
different sense of body and time, which is unlike our daily lives, and enhanced our

sensitivity to the ecosystem of crafts.

Event Check-in Talk

Using this project as a case study, a discussion was held on the possibilities for
artists to collaborate with artisans, researchers, business people, and others with
different creative abilities inspired by local culture and industry. (Conducted by

artists and invited guests only)

Forest of Craft

March 18 (Sat) - 21 (national holiday), 2023 11:00 - 16:00

Artists exhibited their works in a forest where lacquer trees are nurtured as the
origin of the "ecosystem of crafts.” The works will be exhibited and used in
different forms after the exhibition period, while continuing to interact with the

ecological community of crafts and this place.

Event Official Tour
Participants walked through the forest while listening to talks by Perspective

Association, the organizer of the “Forest of Craft" project, and participating artists.
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T was conscious of creating a static layout in the Koudoukan for "Invisible Water," a fabric
artwork dyed for display in the Forest of Craft. In the Forest of Craft, the fabric was installed in a
spiral pattern to create a dynamic impression. However, in the Koudoukan, it was exhibited with
a focus on the relationship between light and color, as if it were a vessel quietly scooping up light
from the garden.

In addition, tokonoma (alcove) was used as a space to explore the "beauty of the unfinished"
with Mr. Toyama's artwork. One of the two alcoves displayed scraps of fabric samples used in the
production process, drawing attention to the beauty of what was not turned into artwork and
losses created during the production process. In the other alcove, asebi (Japanese Andromeda),
which was a plam used as a dye in this exhibition, was arranged in a vase. By artiﬁcially trimming
and installing asebi that grows in the forest, I felt we were able to see the difference between
the forest and urban environments. Thanks to having Koudoukan as an introduction to the
exhibition in the forest, I was able to reaffirm the differences in the scale of time and space
between the forest and the Ci[y, as Well as Other aspects, through thﬂ prQCESS Of Crea[ing thﬂ
exhibition.

{Invisible Water) (2023)
natural dye (Japanese andromeda longstalk holly)
variable size
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The artwork "Invisible Water" is inspired by underground water veins and moisture inside trees,
which we do not usually see. Two types of plant dyes, asebi (Japanese Andromeda) and soyogo (Ilex
pedunculosa), collected in the Forest of Craft, were used. During the research process, I learned
that deers do not eat these plants because they are toxic, and that humans selectively cut them
down to prevent them from overproduction in the forest. Considering the impact that the act of
collecting plants has on the forest, I chose these plants for this project.

I arranged the six pieces of fabric in an arc. The part of the fabric where the color of the dye
is the strongest is placed in the center of the arc, so that the relationship between the gravity
of the water and the gradation of the colors can be seen simply. In addition, the fabrics were
kept in simple forms in an anticipation of the artwork's relevance to everyday life after the
exhibition. In the research process, as I became more aware of the ecosystem of crafts, I felt that
it was unnatural to "show the finished work at an exhibition," so I created this artwork with the
element of "leaving a blank space that will lead to the future in a sense of craftsmanship.”
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During the research phase of this project, Mr. Hamasaki of Koudoukan told us about the way a tea
ceremony is conducted. After passing through the waiting area, guests are informed of the theme of
the day by the setting of tokonoma (alcove), and as they walk through the garden, they gradually
detach themselves from their daily lives... In this exhibition, we aimed to make it easier for viewers
to get in touch with our intention by creating a guiding line that mimics this series of actions in the
tea ceremony.

In the tokonoma (alcove), we prepared a hanging scroll with a negative-positive reversed photograph
of "cherry buds" inspired by the 137th paragraph of "Tsurezuregusa” (“Why only see flowers in full
bloom, the moon without covering clouds"). The meaning of the phrase is that cherry blossoms are
not only wonderful when they are in full bloom, and that the moon is not only in its unshaded state
when it is at its best. With this symbol, I intended to share that we should pay attention not only to
the finished state of a craft, but also to its materials and processes.

In the garden, I found the angles that I consider beautiful, and set up several types of cameras,
starting with digital cameras and working up to old analog cameras. While walking through the
wonderful garden of Koudoukan, the viewer looks through the viewfinder of the camera... Since old
cameras, by their nature, are inverted left to right or up and down, I aimed to gradually invert the
way we see things in our daily lives.

After passing through the garden, the tea room is seen as a camera obscura. A screen is set up in the
dark, light-shielded room, and the large, inverted scene projected on the screen is calming. Listening
to leaves rustling in the wind, and water drops dripping from the wash basin. When you open the

sliding door, you will find a work of art dyed with the forest plants displayed in the hall.
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A camera obscura was exhibited in the Forest of Craft as an entity that continues to view the gradual
growth of the planted lacquer trees. Inside the camera is a wooden board cut into a round shape,
aiming to apply lacquer from the tree to the board after 15 to 20 years.

In order to produce a camera that could withstand long-term outdoor installation, it was assembled
with Japanese cypress wood, referring to the wooden framework of shrines and other structures. The
camera's function to “record the moment," which was acquired through technological advancement,
has been eliminated in favor of its fundamental function of “viewing," and the artwork is created
to be aligned with time scale of nature, which "can never be completed in the short time available
during the exhibition period.” In this day and age, when an object is produced in significantly
shortened time and is consumed in the blink of an eye, we hope that this artwork will serve as a

counter act and reverse the viewer's sense of time.

HAATHTAF 2T (cameraobscura) Lix, 77 VEfiT [HwHHE] Lv ) Bk
BHOFHZ X 2B EBROZ L,

* "camera obscura" means "dark room" in Latin. It refers to a device that produces a projected image
based on the principle of photography.

1 "Hanging Scroll"
{flower/moon) (2023) double scroll,
inkjet print on Japanese paper,
150x400mm (image portion)

[N

“Camera Obscura displayed at Koudoukan
(including exhibition in the garden)”

{nverted View) (2023)

camera, lens, paper,

size variable

3 "Camea in the forest”
{Camera Obscura Observing Life) (2023)
Wood, stone, lens
800x800x1300mm (excluding stone masonry)
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