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In the Japanese innovation system, large enterprises have switched from the former policy that
they get and supply themselves various resources to the new policy that they cooperate with
universities and/or small and medium enterprises (SMEs). Although it is being improved to
promote the cooperation, the intellectual property rights system does not necessarily contribute to
the cooperation, judged from how universities and SMEs actually use the system. After analyzing
both the opinion survey of intellectual property rights to SMEs and the issues in encouraging the
cooperation to universities, we have made practical studies. As the results, it is found that the
intellectual assets such as technologies, talented persons creating new technologies, powers arising
from organization, customer networks, and brands, are important factors that make intellectual
property rights function enough as the cooperation tool. It is also demonstrated that the coopera-
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tion not only between industry and university but also among industries is increased both by
understanding the significance of intellectual assets deeply and by using them practically.

Key Words: cooperation, intellectual assets, intellectual property rights,
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