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Chair’s Summary of Asia Green Growth Partnership Ministerial Meeting 

4 October 2021 
 
1. The 1st Asia Green Growth Partnership Ministerial Meeting (AGGPM) was held  
virtually on 4 October 2021. The Meeting was attended by the Ministers of 20 countries, 
mainly in Asia, the President of Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) 
and the Executive Director of the International Energy Agency (IEA). The Meeting was hosted 
by Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry of Japan.  
 
2. We recognised the urgency of addressing climate change as a common global 
challenge, in light of recent global events such as disasters caused by climate change, and 
acknowledged the need for all countries to make efforts and contributions to achieve global 
carbon neutrality in the earliest possible timing in pursuing the goals of the Paris Agreement. 
 
3. We recognised that Asia will remain the engine of global economic growth and the 
centre of gravity of global energy demand, and discussed the importance of pursuing green 
and sustainable growth that creates a virtuous circle of economic and environmental benefits 
when working towards a sustainable recovery from the spread of COVID-19 in Asia. In this 
perspective, we confirmed that proactive responses to climate change are an opportunity to 
build new and prosperous societies which will be essential for long-term growth and economic 
and social resilience, and that accelerating energy transitions is necessary to achieve this. 
 
4. We noted the common interest among countries in the region in ensuring energy 
transitions that promote economic prosperity and sustainable growth. We recognised our 
shared ambition to drive clean solutions, including new and emerging technologies, to make 
these globally scalable and commercially viable in support of these transitions. 
 
Core Concepts of Energy Transitions in Asia 
 
5. We agreed that there is no single pathway to achieve carbon neutrality, but rather 
there are diverse pathways for each country. We noted that energy situations in Asian 
countries are diverse, and shared the view that each country’s unique circumstances, such 
as industrial and social structures, stages of economic development and geographical 
conditions, need to be reflected in promoting realistic energy transitions.  
 
6. We shared the importance of taking all fuel and all technologies approach to enhance 
energy transitions while meeting the growing energy demand in Asia. To this end, we 
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confirmed that it is necessary to promote innovations of various kinds that contribute to 
energy transitions, through support for the research and development, and early 
commercialisation, of innovative technologies. 
 
7. We emphasised the importance of addressing climate change, improving the S+3E 
(Safety, Energy Security, Economic Efficiency, and Environment) and tackling major global 
issues and challenges, such as energy access and poverty reduction, in promoting energy 
transitions in Asia. We stressed that it is necessary to pay special attention to the securing of 
diverse energy sources and their stable supply, especially in some parts of Asia, where 
international grids are not sufficiently developed due to the geographical conditions of 
peninsulas and archipelagos and the unique development history of each country, and where 
most of the primary energy depends on seaborne trade. We also confirmed the importance 
of the active engagement with developing countries through the introduction of innovative 
technologies and finance support. 
 
Efforts for Energy Transitions in Asia 
 
8. We noted the importance of supporting each country to proactively and timely chart 
its own pathway to sustainable energy transitions with social equity and inclusiveness at its 
centre, which reflects its national circumstances, its sustainable development path, and its 
commitments for the Paris Agreement, and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We 
emphasised the opportunities presented by such pathways to reduce inequality through 
inclusive energy access; create new jobs and employment opportunities, support economic 
growth and prosperity, and protect ecosystems by ensuring the sustainable use of resources. 
We also noted the importance of empowering people by ensuring gender equality and 
addressing the essential energy needs of vulnerable people including children, youth, local 
communities and other vulnerable populations. In this regard, we acknowledged the collective 
efforts and contributions by several international organisations and welcomed the readiness 
of international organisations and research institutes such as the IEA and ERIA to share 
knowledge and provide support to each country in considering its own pathway for energy 
transitions. 
 
9. We recognised the importance of establishing mechanisms to attract investment and 
funding for various lower emissions and energy efficiency technologies and projects, 
positioned on the pathways outlined by each country, in order to achieve energy transitions 
in Asia. 
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Cooperation for Energy Transitions in Asia 
 
10. We recognised that in order to accelerate energy transitions in Asia, it is essential to 
encourage innovation in decarbonising technologies and solutions, promote the Circular 
Carbon Economy (CCE), develop regional power grids, and robust supply chains for “low 
carbon fuels” such as hydrogen and ammonia, as well as address “demand side and energy 
efficiency” needs in such sectors as mobility, building, industrial and manufacturing processes, 
and that regional and international cooperation is important for this purpose 
 
11. We affirmed our intent to identify opportunities to coordinate our actions to accelerate 
energy transitions through supporting innovation and the diffusion of critical technologies. 
Global partnerships will be important to reducing costs and increasing uptake of renewable 
energy so that countries do not need to choose between economic growth and emissions 
reduction. 
 
12. We recognised the need for developing countries to have access to a wide range of 
support, including finance support, human resource development and the like, to accelerate 
energy transitions in Asia. In this regard, we welcomed Japan’s “Asia Energy Transition 
Initiative (AETI)”, which includes a wide range of support, such as 10 billion USD finance 
support, support for the formulation of energy transition roadmaps, support for technology 
development and deployment, human resource development through workshops and 
seminars, and knowledge sharing and the improvement of business environment through 
activities aiming at the promotion of Carbon Capture, Utilisation and Storage (CCUS)/Carbon 
Recycling such as the Asia CCUS Network. 
 
13. We acknowledged that it is essential to establish a framework that financially 
supports technologies and projects contributing to energy transitions, and to explore the study 
of the concept of “Asia Transition Finance (ATF)” by the “Asia Transition Finance Study Group” 
led by private financial institutions. 
 
Future Steps 
 
14. We acknowledged the importance for Asian and relevant countries to continue 
discussions to accelerate energy transitions in Asia. 
 
15. We affirmed our commitment to collaborate in relevant international fora, in order to 
share with the international community the idea that various and pragmatic energy transitions, 
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which reflect different circumstances of each country and utilise all fuel and all technologies 
approach, are necessary to achieve green growth in Asia, and to promote cooperation.    
 
16. We recognised the need for the working with relevant policymakers, private and 
academic sectors across countries to accelerate energy transitions in Asia. We looked 
forward to business matching and other opportunities would be provided at the request of the 
AGGPM interested countries to complement the formulation of energy transition roadmaps. 
 
17. We looked forward to various meetings and workshops toward green growth, based 
on the discussions at the first AGGPM, and noted Japan’s initiative to convene the second 
AGGPM in 2022. 
 


