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SUPPORTING THE RULES-BASED MULTILATERAL TRADING SYSTEM:
THE ROLE OF THE MPIA

STATEMENT BY AUSTRALIA; BARBADOS; BENIN; BRAZIL; CANADA; CHILE; CHINA; COLOMBIA; 
COSTA RICA; ECUADOR; THE EUROPEAN UNION; GUATEMALA; HONG KONG, CHINA; 
ICELAND; JAPAN; LIECHTENSTEIN; MACAO, CHINA; MALAYSIA; MEXICO; MOLDOVA; 

MONTENEGRO; NEW ZEALAND; NICARAGUA; NORWAY; PAKISTAN; PARAGUAY; 
PERU; THE PHILIPPINES; SINGAPORE; SWITZERLAND; UKRAINE; 

UNITED KINGDOM; URUGUAY; AND VIET NAM

The following communication, dated 28 March 2026, is being circulated at the request of the 
above-mentioned delegations.

_______________

We, the Ministers of WTO Members participating in the Multi-Party Interim Appeal Arbitration 
Arrangement (MPIA), reiterate our strong commitment to having a fully and well-functioning dispute 
settlement system accessible to all Members. A reformed WTO dispute settlement system remains 
our priority objective, in line with commitments made by WTO Members at the 12th and 
13th Ministerial Conferences. 

In the meantime, through the MPIA, any disputes among us continue to benefit from a binding 
dispute settlement system at the WTO, including the availability of an independent and impartial 
appeal stage. This ensures that WTO rules can be enforced in order to secure compliance and that 
trade disputes among us can be resolved, without "appeals into the void".

The MPIA is therefore important in providing security and predictability to the multilateral trading 
system during these challenging times. As participation in the MPIA continues to grow, 
this strengthens our efforts to support a multilateral trading system based on rules. 

We congratulate the WTO Members that have joined the MPIA since the 13th Ministerial Conference 
and we extend a warm welcome to Barbados, Liechtenstein and Moldova that have joined the MPIA 
in recent weeks. 

Pending the establishment of a fully and well-functioning WTO dispute settlement system, 
we encourage other WTO Members to join the MPIA, which provides rules-based stability, security 
and predictability.

__________


