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High level principles for digitalization of trade related documents

26.We believe that widespread adoption of paperless trade will drive productivity gains
and economic growth by reducing frade costs and lowering barriers to entry for
MSMEs, including women-owned or women-led MSMEs. Recognition of electronic
trade documents as equivalent to their paper counterparts will support such a
transition. We thus endorse non-binding, ‘High Level Principles on Digitalization of
Trade Documents’ (Annex C). We, as G20 members, will make efforts to implement
them and encourage other countries to consider these principles.

% 12 APEC BIELHE TIBCERAD]) Hope

12. The digital economy facilitates sustainable, mclusive, and mnovative growth, and we reaftirm our
commitment to achieving an enabling, inclusive, open, fair, and non-discriminatory digital and mnovation
environment. We commend the APEC Digital Month held in Seattle and note initiatives to advance the digital
economy, including through stakeholder engagement and discussions on artificial intelligence. We reaffirm
our commitment to accelerating the implementation of the APEC Internet and Digital Economy Roadmap,
and encourage economies to intensify efforts to accelerate digital transformation and interoperability,
strengthen capacity building, promote digitalization of trade procedures through developing and
implementing paperless trade facilitation measures, and enhance digital literacy and skills to build
workforce capacity in the digital age. We look forward to promoting sustainable, clean, and low carbon
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2.9.8 Promote trade digitalisation through expanding the utilisation of digital trade
platforms, and promoting data linkage based on international standards;
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19 RIFFEIE 620 Trade and Investment Minister’ s Meeting “Outcome Document and Chair’ s Summary”
(https://www. mofa. go. jp/mofaj/files/100544351. pdf)
N0 IRVEPHESEA 2023 APEC Ministerial Meeting “Joint Ministerial Statement”
(https://www. meti. go. jp/press/2023/11/20231116004/20231116004-a—eng. pdf)
2 434 7 Implementation Plan of the Joint Vision Statement on ASEAN-Japan Friendship and
Cooperation” (https://www. mofa. go. jp/mofaj/files/100596783. pdf)
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