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Public Comment Procedure
The United States remains concerned about inadequate implementation of public comment
procedures by Japanese ministries and agencies. In 2022, stakeholders flagged several instances
where comment periods for regulations or guidelines were non—existent, unnecessarily short, or
occurred at the same time as major national holidays. In other cases, comments did not appear to
have been adequately considered given the brief time between the end of the comment period and
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the issuance of a final rule or policy. The United States has stressed the need for Japan to improve
the system, such as by lengthening the standard public comment period for rulemaking.
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