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Redefining Giftedness for a New Century:

Shifting the Paradigm
Gifted individuals are those who d ding levels of aptitude (defined as an exceptional ability
to reason and learn) or e (doc perfi B OF ac in top 10% or rarer) in one or
more domains. Domains include any structured area of activity with its own symbol system (e.g.,
mathematics, music, language) and/or set of i skills (e.g., pai dance, sports).

The development of ability or talent is a lifelong process. It can be evident in young children as exceptional
performance on tests and/or other measures of ability or as a rapid rate of learning, compared to other
students of the same age, or in actual achievement in a domain. As individuals mature through childhood to
adolescence, however, achievement and high levels of motivation in the domain become the primary
characteristics of their giftedness. Various factors can either enhance or inhibit the development and
expression of abilities.

Implications for Educators. Exceptionally capable learners are children who progress in learning at a
significantly faster pace than do other children of the same age, often resulting in high levels of achievement.
Such children are found in all of society. B in early childhood, their optimal d
requires differentiated educational experiences, both of a general nature and, increasingly over time,
targeting those domains in which they demonstrate the capacity for high levels of performance. Such
differentiated educational experiences consist of adjustments in the level, depth, and pacing of curriculum
and outside-of-school programs to match their current levels of achievement and learning rates. Marked
differences among gifted learners sometimes require additional and unusual interventions. Additional support
services Include more comp ling, parent education, and specially designed
programs, including those typically afforded older students.

Barriers to attainment. Some gifted with exc may not

levels of achi due to I circ es such as limited opportunities to learn as a result of

poverty, discrimination, or cultural barriers; due to physical or learning di or due to motivational or
emotional problems. Identification of these students will need to emphasize aptitude rather than relying only
Such studs will need challenging progs and addi | support services
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EDUCATION ADMISSIONS CAREERS NEWS

» Schaols Offiering thie Gefled Education Programime

Singapore Government
Integrity + Service - Excellencs

FAQ . FEEDBACK . CONTACTUS . SITEMAF

ABOUT US

p—— EDUCATION PROGRAMME
l, \ b w) é EH:H EE Eg ,%\ % jj 0) _I%_ L \ X _ / \O_E{E % % ?# 0 :::::w ::uflu:ud Education Programme is offered in the following primary
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Pre-University Angla-Chinese Schoal
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» Rationale and Goals
» GEP Identification
» Enrichment Maodel

» Individualised Study

Options

» Enrichment Programmes

and Activities (Primary)

» Enrichment Programmes

and Activities {Secondary)

» Special Programmes

» Schools Offering the Gifted

Education Programme
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