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Robotics and automation research draw from a wide range of disciplines. §
. . =
apanmust rethink its 2
o,
prioritiesin research funding e
o
Keisuke Goda, Tatsushi Igaki, Bernd Kuhn, Noboru Mizushima, Takeharu Nagai, =
Atsuhiro Nakagawa, Noriko Osumi, Amy Q. Shen, i ita & Masashi Q
<
The nation must lose its rom CRISPR gene editing to pro- between 2016 and 2018, UK research councils ;
. . o o tein-structure predictions drivenby  awarded 30% more grants to interdisciplinary
tightfocus onindividual artificial intelligence, greatinnovations  investigators than they had a decade earlier, [0
disciplinesifitis to keep stem from interdisciplinary research.  with 44% of funded projects in 2018 spanning
Solutions to climate change, biodiver-  atleast two research subjects*. A similar move

pace withthe evolving

sity loss, health inequities and other global  has been made in the United States: between

requirements of scientific
enquiry.

318 | Nature | Vol 638 | 13 February 2025

crises will also rely on insights that bridge
many fields.

Yet interdisciplinary research s still side-
lined in many countries. Even though these
papers attract more citations' and have more

o o

2015 and 2020, university departments that

i interdisciplinary grant propos-
alsre ing —in
termsof totaland individual awards — from the
National Institutes of Health (NIH) and National

impact he, inary research
proposalstend tobeless likely to receive fund-
ing than are those with a narrower scope’.
Some countries have adjusted their research
funding strategies accordingly. For example,

ScienceF ion (NSF) than did those that
submitted in only one discipline®.

Alas, thisisn’t the case in Japan. The nation’s
funding agencies still mostly support research
in tight disciplinary boundaries, such as

NATURE.COM

\
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Japan can be a science heavyweight once more — if it rethinks

funding

H #: https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-00394-8
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