f; Y

FIMNEERED
ENMEBEICNITBEUDEIE

SR

S EERRR

883 -3




Q1 ARUNEIA P EEEN QBT SLEHHONT, ChiZEEBLETHRIUNEKE
A2 TRIBLTVIDD, Fk. EEABIREOLUREITSILENHIDN.

The Commission proposal on targeted revision on the Waste Framework Directive related to textiles, in
article 22a indicates the activities and associate costs that should be covered by the Extended Producer
Responsibility. These correctly include the sorting of the separately collected textile.

How these activities should be carried out is further specified in article 22c. There it is explain that
producers should designate a Producer Responsibility Organization to collectively fulfil their extended
producer responsibility obligations.

In each Member States there could be more than one Producer Responsibility Organization. In these
cases producer responsibility organisations should fulfil their obligations in coordinated manner. The
producers are expected to financially contribute to the Producer Responsibility Organization they belong to.
The Producer Responsibility Organization will also provide for selection procedure to procure waste
management services from waste management operators to carry out subsequent waste treatment.
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Member States shall ensure that the producers of textile, textile-related and footwear products listed in Annex IVc cover the costs of the following:
(@) collection of used and waste textile, textile-related and footwear products listed in Annex IVc and subsequent waste management that entails the following:
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Member States shall ensure that producers of textile, textile-related and footwear products listed in Annex IVc designate a producer responsibility organisation to fulfil their extended producer
responsibility obligations laid down in Article 22a on their behalf.
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The Commission proposal includes provisions targeting the consumer. Producer responsibility
organisations should make available to end-users, in particular consumers, the information
regarding the sustainable consumption, re-use and end-of-life management of textile and
footwear with respect to the textile products (art. 22c(13).
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Member States shall ensure that, in addition to the information referred to in Article 8a(2), producer responsibility organisations make available to end-users, in particular consumers, the
following information regarding the sustainable consumption, re-use and end-of-life management of textile and footwear with respect to the textile, textile-related and footwear products
listed in Annex IVc that the producers make available on the territory of a Member State:

(a) the role of consumers in contributing to waste prevention, including any best practices, notably by fostering sustainable consumption patterns and promoting good care of products
while in use;

(b) re-use and repair arrangements available for textile and footwear;
(c) the role of consumers in contributing to the separate collection of used and waste textile and footwear;
(d) the impact on the environment, human health as well as social and human rights of textile production, in particular fast-fashion practices and consumption, recycling and other recovery
and disposal and inappropriate discarding of textile and footwear waste, such as littering or discarding in mixed municipal waste.
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The preparation process on the information and the Digital Product Passport is
still ongoing, thus we cannot answer to this question yet. However, the main aim
is that the DPP could offer relevant information related to the sustainability and
circularity performance of the products. This information could be such as

information on durability, repair, reuse and recycling possibilities, for example on
spare parts and advice on repair.
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The Commission invites Member States to provide access for learners of all ages to high-quality education and
training on biodiversity, sustainability and climate change. Because learning for environmental sustainability is
lifelong, and should be made possible in many different contexts and settings.

They should also encourage comprehensive approaches, encompassing teaching and learning, vision, planning and
governance, active involvement of students and staff, buildings and resources management, and partnerships with
local and wider communities.

The Commission also suggests that Member States mobilise national and EU funds, such as cohesion policy funds
and the Recovery and Resilience Facility, to invest in infrastructure, training, tools and resources.

Through learning and exchanges between Member States, stakeholders and partner countries, the Commission will
help Member States implement these and the other calls in the proposal. In addition, there's also a strong focus on
the green transition in education and training in the 2021-2027 Erasmus+ programme. The Commission will
furthermore provide communities of practice and training opportunities for educators thanks to platforms for
educational professionals like eTwinning and the School Education Gateway.
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The industry is developing Product Environmental Footprint Category Rules (PEFCR) for Apparel and
Footwear. The PEFCR are specific rules to apply the general PEF method, which is an LCA-based method.
The PEF is the environmental impact accounting methodology recommended by the European
Commission, Recommendation (EU) 2021/2279.

The development of the PEFCR is in the later stages. Until 28th April 2024, the second public
consultation is taken place. The final publication of the PEFCR for apparel and footwear is expected in Q1
2025.

The PEFCR will be in the format of a book/guidance document. For the best of my knowledge the
development of an IT tool based on this guidance doc is not foreseen.

The application of the PEFCR for apparel and footwear will remain voluntary. However, in the future
mandatory legislation could be developed taking into account this work.
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Certainly, expertise in LCA is an asset to perform PEF studies. However, the
PEFCR for apparel and footwear will significantly simplify this performance as

many of the methodological choices that are open in other methods will be
prescribed in the PEFCR.
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The PEF method includes 16 environmental impact categories that cover all kinds of environmental impacts.
Additionally, the PEF method requires that whenever an impact is not covered by the 16 environmental impact
categories, it shall be covered under the additional environmental information section. This is the case of the
release of microplastics for the PEFCR for apparel and footwear.

Ecodesign requirements will be introduced through delegated acts under the Ecodesign for Sustainable Products
Regulation (ESPR). This Regulation is expected to enter into force this year. Ecodesign requirements will be set
for priority products identified in a working plan, to be adopted no later than 9 months after entry into force of
ESPR. Textiles are expected to be included in this working plan. In anticipation of this and in line with
commitments made in the EU Strategy for Sustainable and Circular Textiles, preparatory work has already been
launched. Delegated acts that introduce ecodesign requirements for specific product groups, will also launch the
introduction of the digital product passport for those product groups. More information on ESPR can be found in
the following link: Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation - European Commission (europa.eu).
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There can be some trade-offs with climate change, loss of biodiversity and human rights. However, often a circular economy is contributing to all

those policy goals. For example, the circular economy can contribute to climate change mitigation through the following actions and reasons.

B Circular approaches and systems deliver decarbonization through:

More efficient use of resource inputs into production.

+ Reducing demand for primary production by promoting reuse and encouraging sharing.

« The substitution of primary raw materials with less carbon-intensive and environmentally impactful secondary raw materials.

B The circular economy leads to particularly high GHG emission reductions across specific sectors, including the built environment (e.g., material
substitution, better management of construction and demolition waste), transportation (e.g., sharing economy mobility options) and the food
sector (e.g., reducing food waste).

In addition, the circular economy supports adaptation to climate change for example the following ways.

The circular economy also supports climate adaptation and increase climate resilience, as it reduces our need for resources.

Very importantly, better managing our freshwater consumption will ensure its availability in a context of water scarcity, accentuated by more
frequent and prolonged droughts caused by climate change.

The European building stock needs to better prepare for climate change impacts as well. Circular economy measures like material efficiency of
buildings can free urban space to reduce amount of impermeabilized soils and urban heat island effects.

Sustainably managing forests and farmland will help cities, rural areas, coastlines and river basins to adapt to climate change in a cost-effective
way, while protecting carbon stocks and enhancing carbon removals. This increases climate resilience and mitigates climate change
at the same time.
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The Commission Proposal is providing general rules with a view of having a harmonised
approach in EU. Being the instrument a Directive, member states will have the flexibility to
adapt the rules according to their specific needs and systems. The Commission proposal is
not setting targets in consideration of the lack of robust data and fragmented situation at
national level on the collection and recycling systems.
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The EU is increasing the importance of environmental standards in trade negotiations with other countries (manufacturing
countries in particular) moving towards more sustainable and circular textiles and fashion.

All our actions and policies should ‘pull together’ to help the EU achieve a successful and just transition towards a sustainable
future. This applies to trade policy as well as to all other policies we are proposing as part of the European Green Deal.

Our view is that trade could have a positive effect on the environment, as it might allow making a better, more efficient use of
the available resources worldwide. Businesses can improve the efficiency of production which would make every euro of benefit
a bit cleaner.

Although most of the initiatives under the European Green Deal we have worked on since late 2019 have been focused on
activity in the EU, many of these will of course have significant trade implications.

The EU is being a global leader in making its trade policy climate- and environmentally-friendly. We have further stepped-up
these efforts, for example, we have proposed to make the Paris Agreement an essential element in future trade agreements, and
in the World Trade Organization where we are exploring proposing a Trade & Climate Initiative.
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he Commission adopted on 23 February 2022 a proposal for a Directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence (CSDD) with the
overall objective to advance the green transition and protect human rights in Europe and beyond by means of a harmonised, coherent,
and proportionate EU legislation. The proposed Directive requires large companies to identify, mitigate and bring to an end adverse
human rights (including labour rights) impacts, as well as adverse environmental impacts covered by specific international
environmental conventions, throughout their chains of activities. The CSDD does not impose legal duties on smaller companies.
This duty is aligned with internationally recognised human rights and labour standards, and international environmental commitments.
It will anchor human rights and environmental considerations in companies' operations, including the textile sector, which is included
among the high impact ones in the Directive. It is expected that the Directive will bring benefits for companies such as a level playing
field, better awareness of their value chains, enhanced resilience, more innovation, improved competitiveness, and to partner
countries, such as better protection of human rights and the environment, better adoption of international standards, easier access to
remedies for victims and more support from the EU.
The Commission also adopted a legislative proposal on banning products made with forced labour, including child labour. The EU is a
key partner as well in the implementation of the Better Work Programme, incentivising circular business models, including reuse and
repair sectors
With respect to the Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation, all ecodesing measures will be subject to a dedicated impact
assessment, including on economic and social impacts, allowing to foresee specific provisions and derogations, if necessary.
The Commission is facilitating the green transition of the sector through different financing instruments for investments and
innovations, for example under Horizon Europe, IPA II and IPA III Operational Programmes on Competitiveness and Innovation.
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